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THE 


Ancient  Common-Law  Right 

O    F 

ASSOCIATING  WITH  THE 

VICINAGE, 

In  every  County,  Diftrift,  or  Town,  to  fupport  the 
Civil  Magiftrate  in  maintaining  the  Peace. 


MA  N  being,  by  nature^  a  focial 
creature,  it  is  natural  for  him 
to  ajfociate  with  his  brethren  and  neigh- 
bours, for  common  defence  againft  all 
nnjujl  violence \  and  fuch  ajfociationhting 
jujl  and  reafonabky  as  well  as  natural^  we 
have  not  only  a  right  thus  to  aflbciate, 
but  are  even  bound  to  do  it,  by  a  branch 
of  the  common- lawy  which  cannot  legally 
be  changed :  for  it  is  fixed  upon  all  men, 

in 
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in  their  refpedtive  diftrids  and  countries, 
as  an   indifpenfable    duty,  by  *^   the 

*'    LAW      OF     NATURE     AND     NATIONS, 

*'  that  we  may  become  ajfijiing*  (fays 
CoWEL>  tit*  2.)  **  both  to  our  parents  and 
**  country  I  and  repell  force  and  in-^ 
"  JURY  :  and  from  hence  it  comes  ^'  (fays 
he^)  *'  that  whatfoever  we  do^  for  the  de^ 
**  fence  of  our  own  bodies^  is  adjudged  legal** 
For  which  he  cites  Bradon,  1.  i.  c.  6.  + 

num* 

f  This  c.  6.  Teems  to  be  an  error  cf  the  prefs,  inftead 
of  c»  5.  num.7,  the  proper  reference  toBrafton's  de- 
claration concerning   the  natural  right  of  all  men 

/(9  RESIST  VIOLENCE   AND  INJURY.—  "    HoC  autemjUs 

•*  gentium  folum  homini bus  commune   eji,  'veluti  erga  Deurn 
**  religioy   ut  parentlhus  et patrice pareamus ,  ut  viu  atque 
'**   iNjuRi  AM  PROPULSEMUS,  nam  DE  }v RE  ^oc  eo/emf, 
*'  ut  quod  quis  oh  /ut  tutelam  corporis  fccerity   jure  fecijfe 
**  exijiimetur.     Item  cum  inter  hofnines  cognationem  quandarft 
**  conjiituit  natura,  confequens  ejl  hominem  homini  injidiari 
**  nephas  ejje.^*     But   this    noble  conjiitution   of  nature, 
whereby  we  ought  to  efteem  all  mankind  as  brethreiiy  is 
utterly  corrupted  by  the  hardened  iniquity  of  temporal 
governments !     The  laws  of  nature  and  found  policy  re- 
quire every  induftrious  citizen  to  be  exercifed  and  expert 
in  **  Arms  of  Defence  and  Peace  y^^  for  mutual  protedlion  5 
tut  thefe,  alas!  are  too  generally  difcouraged  and  ne- 
'M  gleded, 
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num.  7.  So  the  Author  of  Dodtor  and 
Student,  in  his  fecond  chapter,  concern- 
ing the  law  of  Nature  and  Nations,  and 
the  law  of  Reafon,  aflferts,  that,  ^^by  the 
*^  law  of  reajon^  it  is  lawful  to  repell force 
* '  ivith  force ;  and  that  it  is  the  right 
**  OF  everyone"  (fas eft  unicuique  fe 
tueri,    S?^.)    *^  TO   defend   himself 

"  AND 

gle£led,  whilft  arms  of  offence  and  robbery  are  eagerly  pre- 
paring in  every  port !     The  unprincipled  and  abandon- 
ed  part  of  mankind,  that  lay  afide   all   difcernment  be^ 
injosm  right  and 'wrang,  are  prompted,  by  royal  Procla- 
mations,  not  merely  to  **  co'vet  thtir  neighbours  goods  y'* 
but  to  lay  ^ait  for  and  take  them  ;  whereby  war  is  more 
notorioufly  declared,  and  is  infinitely  more  adlive  againjl 
trade,  and  the  honourable  merchants   cfthe  ivorld,  than  a- 
gainft  the  Handing   armies  and  navies  of  our  enemies! 
Thus  the  feas  fwarm  with   piratical    banditti,  carrying 
leiiQXS  oi  difpenfation  for  dijhonejly,  and  ''the  earth  is  filed 
f  ■  Hxjith  'violence  J"   Have  we  not  caufe  to  expedl  fome  tre- 
^nendous  vengeance  to  vindicate  the  rightecufzefs  cfGou  ? 
or  that  the  Almighty  will  once  more   command  the  ele- 
ments to  fweep  corrupted tnan  from  the  face  of  the  eanh  I 
\Ve  are  fecured   indeed,  by  divine  promife,  from   any 
future   general  deftrudlion,  by  a  deluge  of  au/7?^r ;   but. 
the  elements  of  tempef  and  fre  are  itill  referved  10  exe- 
cute the  wrath  of  God,  and  are    frequently  mentioned 
as  the   inllruments  of  his  vengeance.     liaiah  xyii.  13. 
Pfa.  Ixxxiii.  13-15,  cxlviii.  8,     Dan,  ii.  35.     2  TheU", 
i.  ^.     2  Pet.  iii.  7. 
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'^    AND  HIS   PROPERTY    AGAINST    UN- 

*■*  JUST  VIOLENCE.''^  And  again,  in  his 
fifth  chapter,  concerning  the  firft  founda- 
tion of  Englifh  law,  Reafon^  he  again  re- 
peats the  maxim,  that  '*  it  is  lawful  to  re^ 
**  pell  force  with  force  for  the  defence  of  the 
"  hody^  due  circumflances  being  obferved.''^ 
Now,  as  the  Laws  oireafon  and  r?ature 
are  immutable ^'\  this  natural  right  of  af^ 

fociating 

I  Lex  rationis  permittat  plurima  fieri,  ut  fcllicet 
quod  licitum  eft  vim  virepellere,  eiqxiodifas  eji  unicui' 
que  fe  tueri,  et  rem  fuam  defendere  contra  vim  injuftam. 
Doft.  et  Stud.  c.  ii  p.  8. 

* — "  Quod  licitum  eft  vim  vi  repellere  pro  tuitione 
f«  corporis,  debitis  circumftanuis  fervatis,"  C.  5. 
p.   14.  h, 

f  **  Et  quod  LEX  RATiONis  in  corde  fcribitur,  ideo 
^•*  deJcri  notv  poteft,  nee  etiafti  recipit  mufationem  ex  loco 
.**  nee  tempore,  fed  ubique,  et  inter  omnes  homines, 
*^  fer'vari  debet.     Nam  jura  naturalia    immuta- 

**    BILIA      SUNT,      ET     RATIO     IMMUTATIONIS      EST, 
f    QUOD     RECIPIUNT     NATURAM     REI    PRO     FUNDA- 

**  MENTO,  qua  femper  eadem  ejt,  et  ubique,   ^r."—— 

M  Et  contra  earn"  (legem  rationis  vel  naturae)  *'noneft 

"  praefcriptio,  vel  ad  appofitum  ftacutum  five  confuetu- 

'*  do.     Et,  fi  aliqua  fiat,  non  funt  ftatuta,  fiveconfue- 

?*  tudines,  fed  corruptels,"    Dodl,  etStud,  c.  ii,  p.  5. 
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pciating  for  common  defence  and  peace, 
and  the  natural  right  of  every  individual 
to  repel  force  with  force y  in  defence  of 
himfelf  and  property,  can  never  be  an- 
nulled by  any  a5i  ofparliameiit^  but  muft 
ever  be  efteemed  as  imjjiutable  rights  of 
the  commonlaw^  and  muft  always  remain 
in  force,  unkfs  the  government  {hould 
unhappily  ceafe  to  be  legal,  by  fetting 
aiide  the  firft  foundations  of  the  law  ! 
Ancient  ftatutes,  however,  though  not 
the  foundation  of  theje  rights^  yet  bear 
ample  teftimony  to  the  exercife  or  ufage 
cfthem:  for,  what  is  '^^  the  power  of  the 
**  countief  fo  often  mentioned  in  the  an- 
cient law  and  ftatutes,  but  ^;z  armed  of 
Jociation  of  the  vicinage'^ — an  affociation^ 
from  which  no  layman,  from  15  to  60 
years  of  age,  was  exempt.  See  Lam- 
bard's  Eirenarcha,  third  book,  p.  316, 
title,  **  Power  of  the  Count ieT — **  TChat 
**  the  Jtfiices  of  the  peace  ^  She  rife  ^  or 

B  •*  Under- 


*'  Under  *  fie  r  If e^  ought  to  huve  the  aide  and 
'*  attendance  of  ALL  fheKmGUTES, GEN" 

**    TLEMEN,        YEOMENj       LABOURERS, 
*^    SERVAUNTS,  APPRENTICES,  ^W  VIL- 

**  LAINES  :  and  Ukewife  of  wardes  ; 
*'  and  of  other  yon g  men  that  he  above 
**  the  age  f  xw.  years  -,  for  all  cf  that 
**  age  are  bound  to  have  harneffe  *  by  the 

"  flatute 

*  The  word  HameJJe  was  nfed  to  exprefs  all  neceflary 
accoutrements   for    war,  according    to   the   rank    of  the 
bearers,  and  comprehended  nsc  only  belts  and  armour, 
but  likevvife/3r/^Jand<z^;f'<r^/(3;7J,  oie'uery  forty  that,  for  the 
time  being,  might  be  efteemed    molt  ufeful ;  fo  that  in 
the  old   Didionary,   by   Minfheu,   (printed  in  the  time 
of  king  James  L)  the  word  is  explained  by  the   Greek 
plural,  ra  oTT^a,  which  fignifies  «r/«j,  orinftruments  of 
war  of  all  forts  in  general ;  and  this  is  the  fenfe  alfo  of 
the  word  Jrmure,  as  ufed  in  the  above-cited   ftatute  of 
Wincheller,   (13  king  Edw.  L)  which,  in  the  old  En- 
glifti  verfion  of  it,  is   rendered    Harneis,  n.z%,     "  And 
*^  further,  it  is  commanded,  that    every  man    ha've  in 
**  i6/j>^o«/^HARNEis,"   (in  the  original  ilatute,  written 
in  old  French,  the  word  is  *'  J>mure"  which,  hy  the 
context,  mud  necefTarily  be  underftood  to  comprehend 
jirms    as  well  as    Armour,)  ^^  for  to  keep  the  peace,  after 
«*  the  ancient  afftfe:  that  is  to  fay -,   (2)   Every    man, 
<<  between    i^  years  of  age  and  to  years,  Jhall  be  af/ejjed 
**  andfinjorn  to  Armor,  according  to  the  quantity  of  their 
*'  lands  and  goods  :  (3)  that  is  to  <wit ;  from   £1^    lands 

*'  a7id 
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'*  ftatute  of  Winchefter."  See  alfo,  in 
page  479  of  the  Eirenarcha,  a  farther  tef- 
timony  that  the  law  requires  all  laymen 
not  only  to  have  arms^  but  alfo  to  be  well 
exercifad therein.  See  title,  "  Archerie^^ 
**  If  any  man^  being  the  Q^E'Eii^'s  J  abject  " 
(the  author  wrote  in  the  reign  oi queen 
Elizabeth,)  **  and  not  have  reafonable 
"  caufe  or  impediment ^  and  being  within 
^*  the  age  of  to  years,  (except  fpiritual 
**  men,  juftices   of  one   bench  or  other, 

B  2  **  juftices 

"   and  goods,  40    marks  y   an    hauberke,   a  breast- 
*'  PLATE  OF  IRON,"  ('*  fhapcll  dc  ferrc,")  '*a  sword, 
**   A  KNIFE,    AND  AN  HORSE:   And  from  £^\Q  lands  and 
"   zo  marks  goods,   an  hauberke,   a  breast-plate 

**    OF    IRON,    A     SWORD,    AND  A  KNIFE  1    (5)  And frOm 

•*  £^  lands,  A  doublet,  a  breast-plate  of  iron, 
'*  A  SWORD,  ANE  A  KNIFE:  (6)  And  from  \0s.  land 
**  and  more,  unto  \  00  s,  of  land,  a  sword,  a  bow  and 
•*  arrows,  and  a  KNIFE  :  [j )  And  he  that  hath  lefs 
*'  than  40/.  yearly  Jhall  be  f'worn  to  keep  G  is  arms,* 
*'  KNIVES,  AND  OTHER  LESS  WEAPONS  :  And alloiher 
•  *  that  may  fh all  ha-ve  bows  and  a  r  r  o  w  s  oi^/  oftheforeji, 
**  and  in  the  foreji  -RO\ys  and  boulfs,  c5V."  St.  ii. 
c.  6.  A.  D.  1285. 

*  Gifarm,  properly  "  guisarme,"  (ou)   "  pertuisane,  arme 
*'  etiiitair^  hh  cowme  une /ance,  ou  comme  unelonguebayonnette." 

Dii^ionnaire  du  vicuxLangage  Frarjoir,  par  M,  Lacombe, 
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'^  juftices  of  affile,  and  barons  of  the  ex-: 
^'  chequer,)  have  not  A  long  bow  and 

*^    ARROWES  READIE   IN  HIS  HOUSE,    or 

**  have  not  \52,ET>  shooting  therein;" 
(which  is  a  clear  command  to  be  exercijed 
in    arms;)  "  or  have    not,  for  every 
"  MAN-CHILD  IN  iiis  HOUSE,  (betwecne 
*^  7  yeeres  and  17  of  age,)   a  bow  and  2 
**  (hafts;  and   for  every  fach,'  being  a- 
*'  bove  ly  yeeres,  a  bow   and  4  fliafts; 
*^  or  have  not  brought    them  up  in 
*'  shooting,  Gfc.    he  lofes  6^.  8^.  for 
"  each  month,"     And,  under  the  fame 
head,  he  informs  us,  that,  if  any  man 
above  the  age  of  24  years,  "  have  (hot  at 
*'  any  marke  under  eleven  fcore  yards,'^ 
(viz,  one  furlong,  or  220  yards,)  '*W//6 
"  af^y  prick'Jhaft   or   fiight,''    he    (hall 
**  loofe  6s.   8d.  for  every   (hot."     Alfo, 
*'  if  the  inhabitants  of  071"^  tGwne  have  not 
"  made  and  continued  their   Buts  as  they 
**  ought  to  doy' — **lofe  20J.   for  every  3 
^^  moneths;"  (Eirenarcha,    4  book,    p. 


(13  ) 
47^,  479  > )  ^^^  which  he  cites  33  Hen.' 
VIII.  c.  9.  in  which,  indeed,  the  obli- 
gation for  every  man  to  have  arms,  and 
be  exercifed  therein,  is  exprcfled  ftill  in 
flronger  terms,  viz.  '' — that  butts  be 
^'  made,  on  this  fide  the  feafi  of  St.  Mi" 
*^  chad  the  Archangel  next  comings  in  e^ 
**  very  cityy  town,  and  place,  by  the  inhd" 
''  bit  ants  of  every  fuch  city,  town^  and 

^^  place ^    ACCORDING    TO    THE  LAW  OF 

*'  ANCIENT  TIMES  USED,  and  that  the 
*^  faid  inhabitants,  and  dwellers  in  every 
"  cf  them,  be  compelled  to  make 
**  and  continue  such  butts,  upon 
"  pain  to  forfeit,  for  every  3  months  fo 
^*  lacking^  20^.  And  that  the  said 
*'  inhabitants  shall  exercise 
*'  themselves  with  long-bows  in 
^^  shooting  at  the  same,  and  elfe- 
*^  where,  in  holy  days  and  other  times 
"  convenient.  And,  to  the  intent  that 
H  EVERY  person  may  have  bows  of  mean 

"  price,^ 
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"  prlce^  be  It  enabled,  G?^."  §  iv.  andv. 
Thus  the  law  not  only  permits^  but  ab- 
folutely  requires^  every  person  to  ha^oe 
arms^  and  be  exercised  in  the  ute  of 
them. 

The  exercife  of  the  Long-bow  was 
formerly  efteemed  the  moft  effedual  mi- 
litary difcipline  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom,  and  is  fo  declared  in  another 
ad:  of  parliament  of  the  fame  year,  cap. 
6**  and,  therefore,  as  the  law,  at  that 
time,  required  every  man  to  be  exer^ 
cifed  in  the  ufe  of  the  then  fafliionable 
weapons,  the  reafon  of  the  law  holds  e- 

qually 

*——«**  Di'vers  gentlemen,  yeomen,  and  ferving-men, 
*'  now  of  late  have  laid  apart  the  good  and  laudable  exer- 
**  ci/e  of  the  Long-boiv,  which  always  heretofore  hath 
*'  httn  the  furety,  fafeguard,  and  continual  defence,  of  this 
**  realm  of  England,  and  an  tneftimable  dread  and  terror  to 
"  the  enemies  of  the  fame. "^^  (Extrad  from  the  preamble 
to  the  ad  of  33  Hen.  VIII.  c  6.) 

Hence  it  is  plain,  that  "  gentlemen,  yeomen,  and 
*•  ferving-men,"  were  required,  bylaw,  to  ht  exercife  d 
in  the  ufe  of  fuch  arms  as  were  efteemed  the  bell  for  the 
ikfeguard  and  defence  of  the  realm. 
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qually  good,  to  require  the  exercife  of  alI 
MEN  in  the  ufe  of  the  prefent  fafliionablc 
weapons,  the  mujquet  afid  bajonet. 

But  even,  at  that  time,  the  ufe  of  muf- 
quets,  or  guns,  was  allowed  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  all  cltie?,  boroughs,  and  mar- 
ket-towns, and  for  the  very  fame  reafon^ 
(the  defence  of  the  realm,)  by  a  provifio- 
nal  claufe  of  the  lafl-mentioned    a6t,  §. 
vi.     '^  Provided  alway,  and  be  it  enadt- 
^'  ed,  ^c.  that  it  {hall  be  lawful,  from 
*^  henceforth,  to  all  gentlemen,  yeomen, 
^'  and  ferving-men  of  every  lord,  fpiri- 
*'  tual  and  temporal,  and  of  all  knights, 
"  efquires,  and  gentlemen,  and  to  all 

*'    THE      INHABITANTS      of    cities^     ho- 

**  roughs^  and  ?narkeUtcw?iSy  of  this 
''  realm  of  England,  to  fhoot  with  any 
"  hand-gun,  demihake,  or hagbut,  atany 
*'  butt  or  bank  of  earth,  Qn\y  in  place  con^ 
"  venient  for  the  fame  ^'  (whereby  it  ap- 
pears   that  proper    places    for  exercife 

{hould 
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fliould  be  appointed  in  every  town,)  '^  (a 
**  that  every  fuch  hand-gun,  &€.  be  of 
"  the  feveral  lengths  aforefaidj  and  not 
"  UNDER.  And  that  it  (lull  be  lawful, 
"  to  every  of  the  faid  lord  and  lordSj 
*'  knights,  efquires,  and  gentlemen^ 
"  and  the  inhabitants  Revert  ci- 

"    TY,        BOROUGH,       AND      MARKET- 

*'  TOWN,  to  have  and  keep  in  every  of 
^^  their  houfes  any  fuch  hand- gun  or  hand^ 
*'  guniy  of  the  length  of  one  whole  yard^ 
^'  &c.  and  NOT  under,  to  the  intent  to 
*'  ufe  and  fJ^oot  in  the  fame^  at  a  butt  or 
"  bank  of  tart h  cnly^  as  is  above  Jaid^ 
"  whereby  they  and  Ew^RY  OY  TUEMy  by 

'*    THE    EXERCISE     THEREOF,     in  form 

*^  above  faid^  may  the  better    aid 

*'    AND    ASSIST    TO    THE    DEFENCE    OF 
*•    THIS    REALM,    WHEN    iMEED    SHALL 

*^  REQUIRE,"  &c.  This  ftatuteisftill 
in  force. 

Every 
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Every  temforal  perfori  was  (formerly) 
liable   to   pecuniary   penalties  j    ^^  if  he 
"  have  not"  (fays  Lambard)^  "  and  keep 
"  not  in  readinep^  fucB' horfeSy  geldings y 
**  weapon  y  armour  ^  or  other  furniture  for 
"  the  wars y  as,  after  the  proportion  of  bis 
"  abilities  he   ought   to  have  and  keepeJ'*^ 
(Eirenarcha,    book  iv.  c.   4,   p.  480.) 
Thus  flood  the  law  fo  late  as  the  latter 
end  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  when  the 
book  laft-cited  was   publiflied ;  and  the 
general  tenor  of  the  dodlrine,  refpcdting 
the  right  of  Rnglifhmen  to  have  arms^  hath 
fince  been  confirmed,  hy  the  Declaration 
cf  Rights  in  the  AB  of  Settlement,  ( c  Wm 
&  Mary,  ft'.   2,  c.  2, )   though  it  feems 
now  to  be  limited  to  Protejiant  fuhjedlsy 
viZ'     ''  That  thefubje5ts  wBich  are  Protef 

*'    tantS  MAY    HAVE  ARMS     FOR  THEIR 

DEFENCE,  fut table  to  their  conditions y 

and  as  allowed  by  law." -—^  This  latter 

expreffion,  *'  a^  allowed  by  law^*  refpedls 

the  limitations  in  the  above-mentioned  adt 

C  of 


cc 
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of  33  Hen,  VIII.  c,  6,  which  reftrain 
the  ufe  of  fome  particular  fort  of  arms^ 
meaning  only  fuch  arms  as  were  liable  ta 
be  concealed,  or  otherwife  favour  the 
defigns  of  murderers,  as  "  crofs-bows^ 
*f  little  Jhort  band-gum^  and  little  hag^ 
**  hutsi'  and  all  guns  under  certain 
J.ENGTHS,  fpecified  in  the  aft;  but 
f  roper  arms  for  defence  (provided  they 
gj-e  not  fhorter  than  the  ad:  diredts)  are 
fo  far  from  being  forbidden  by  this  ftatute, 
that  they  are  clearly  author ifed,  and 
**  tU  exercife  thereof"  expreflly  re- 
commended by  it,  as  I  have  already 
<hcwn.  And  indeed  the  laws  of  England 
always  required  the  people  to  be  armed, 
and  not  only  to  be  armed^  but  to  be  ex- 
pert in  arms 'y  which  laft  was  particular- 
ly recommended  by  the  learned  chancel- 
lor Fortefcue :-—  *^  et  revera,  non  mini- 
*^  me  erit  regno  accommodum,  yjiiincolce 
«*  ejus  in  armis  fint  experti.'*"'---^^^  Indeed 
«4  it  will  be  of  no  fmall  advantage  to  the 

\'  kingdom^ 
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•*  kingdom,  that  the  inhabitants  be  ex- 
**  PERT  IN  ARMS."  (Dc  Laudibus 
Legutn  AnglieDj  c.  xliv.  p.  io6.)  And 
in  the  notes  and  remarks  on  this  book, 
by  the  learned  Mr.  Juftice  Aland,  we 
find  the  following  obfervatiohs  to  the  fame 
purpofe.  *  In  the  Confeffor's  laws* 
(fays  he)  '  it  is/  "  Debent*  universi 

"    LIBERI  homines,  ^C.  ARMA  MABE- 
"    re,      ET     ILLA     semper      PROMPTA 

"  conservare  ad  tuitionem  reg- 
*^  Ni,"^^:.  "  See"  (fays  he)  *'  the  laws 
^^  of  the  Conqueror  to  the  same  pur- 
*'  pose,  l^he  €uJlom  of  the  nation' {coW'-> 
tinues  this  learned  judge)  ^*  has  been,  to 
**  train  up  the  freeholders  to 
"  DiSGiPLiNfij  v«  13  and  14.  C. ii.c.iii. 
**  arid  ib  §  20.  and  tide,  War,  in  the 
•<  table  tothefiatutesr 

C  2  Among 

. ') 

*  **  All  freemen  ought"  (deienty  it  is  their  duty) 
*•  TO  HAVE  ARMS,  and  to  keep  them  always  ready  for 
««  -the  dtftna  of  th$  kingdom f"  42fr. 
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Among  the  ancient  conftitutions,  or 
ordinances,  of  the  kingdom,  recorded  in 
the  Myrror  of  Jaftices,  chap.  i.  §.  3.  we 
read  that  it  was  ordained,  ''  that  every 
"  one,  of  the  age  of  14  years  and  above, 
^^  Jhoiild  prepare  him'  (fe.apprejiat)  '•^  to. 
**  kill  mortal  offemlefs  in  their  notorious 
*\  crimes,  or  to  follow  them  from  town  to 
"  town  with  hue  and  cry ^'  &c. 

The  true  purpofe  and  advantage  of  ha* 
.ving  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom 
trained  to  arrns  is  farther  manifefted  in 
our  old  law  books  apd  ftatutes  j  as  in  the 
Weftminft<rr  Primer,  cap.  xvii.  on  the 
cafe  when  any  cattle  are  unlawfully  taken 
and  driven  into  any  caftle  or  ftrong  hold 
Sfc— "  Le  Vifc\  ou  le  BaiUfe  prife  ove 

**    luy  POYAR  DE  SON  COUNTIE,   OU  de  fa 

*.*  Bail\  et  voil  affaier  de  faire  de  ceo 
*'  repl'  dis  avers  a  celuy  qui  les  aver  prife,'* 
&c.  *•  That  the  flieriff  or  the  bailifF 
"  (hall  take  with  him  the  power  of 
**  HIS  COUNTY,  or  of  his  bailiwick,  and 

''  fhall 
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**  (hall  endeavour  to  make  replevin"  (or 
recovery)  ^'  of  the  cattle  jrcm  him  that 
''  hath  taken  thewy'  &c.  And  lord  Coke 
remarks  on  this: — ^^  Nota,  Everyman 
^'  IS  bound  by  the  Common- Law  to  ajjijl  not 
**  only  the  Sherife  in  his  Office  for  the 
"  Execution  of  the  Kings  Writs,  (which 
**  are  the  Commandments  of  the  King^) 
**  ACCORDING  TO  Lawj*  hut  alfo  his 

''  Baiiy^ 


*    cc 


Commandment  of  the  Kingt  according  to  LaiuJ** 
Any  commandment  of  the  king,  which  falls  not  within 
this  defcription,  is  not'  binding  or  'valid,  in  laiu  ;  for  the 
king's  commands  ought  only  to  proceed,  hy  due  proce/s 
of  the  iaiv,  through  the  king's  courts  of  jultice,  which 
SLT&  the  only  proper  channels  in  which  "  the  executi-ve 
**  poiver"  of  this  limited  monarchy  can  legally  flow  and 
be  exerted  ;  becaufe  it  is  one  of  the  firft  principles  of 
our  conftitution,  *  that  the  king  can  do   nothing  on  earthy 

•  as  he  is  the  minijier  and   'vicar  of  God,  hut    that    only 

*  nxjhich  he  may  do  hy  the  lanv.'  ('*  Nihil  aliud  poteft 
"  rex  interris,  cum  fit  Dei  miniffer  et  vicarius,  nifi  id 
«*  folum  quod  de  jure  poteft.'*  Bra^.  lib.  iii.  c.  9.) 
And  this  teaches  us  how  to  underftand  the  trite  maxim, 
that  **  the  king  can  do  no  ^rong ;"  i,  e,  hc  has  no  legal 
authority  to  do  lurong  ;  — **  Poiejias  fua  juris  eft^  et  non 
««  injuriie,"  Braft.  lib.  iii.  c.  9.  He  has  not  any  peculiar 
prerogati'vcy  either  to  do  <wrong^  or  to  decline  from  doing 
right  and  J uf ice,     *'  Non    est  ulla  regis  prero- 

♦'    GATIVA 
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'*  Baifyy  that  hath  the  Sheriffes  Warrant 
in  that  Behalf e,  hath  the  Jame  Author i^ 
tyy    (3c.     (2  Inft.  p*  193.) 

The 

•'  GATIVA  que  ex  jujlitia  et  equitate  qu'icquatn  derogatJ** 
Rot.  Pari.  7  Hen.  i  V.  num.  59.  But,  if  any  king  of  this 
limiteti   m'onarehy    (houldj    neverthelefs,    wilfully   *•  do 
"  nxjrong^^  and  prefume  to  rule  contrary  to  the  laws 
and  fundamental  principles  of  the  ancient  conftituiion, 
he  ceafes  to  be  *'  the  minijler  and  <v tear  of  God t*  and,  in 
the  eye  of  the  law,  immediately  commences  *^  Minifier 
**  Diaholz**—^  **   Fotejiai  enim  juris  Jolim  ejl  Dei,  injuries 
••  i/^ra  DiABOLi ;  et  c\j}vs  opera  fsceritf  Ejus  ET  mi- 
**  NisTER  ERiT.'*  (Flcta,  lib.  1.  cap.  17*  p.  i-j.)  See 
alfo  in  Bradlon,   (lib.  iii.  cap.  9.  p.  107.)  who,  after 
reciting  the  fame  doftrine,  concerning  theefFed  of  good 
or    lad  meafures,    adds,    *'  Igitur    dum  facit^*    (rex) 
**  JUSTITIAM,  <vicarius  ejl  Regis    ^terni;  minijier 
**  autem  Diaboli,  dum  declinet  ad  injuriam  :'**  and  the 
confequence  muft  be  fatal,  even  to  the  temporal  (late  of 
fuch  an  one,  becaufe  all  legal  authority  of  the  fovereign 
ceafes,  in  this  realm,  if  the  king  prefumes  to  rule  by 
**  fwill  and  pleafure^*  inllead   of  law  !  *' for  there  is  no 
*•   KING,  nvhere  V/ILL  go'verns  and  NOT  LAW »"    *'  Non 
*'  eflenimreXi  ubi  dominatur 'voluntas  et  non  lex,^^   (Bradt, 
lib.  i.e.  8.)  Theadvifers,  therefore,  of  illegal  meafures 
(or  any  meafures  that  require  an  undue  infueme  in  parli- 
ament to  make  them  pafs)  are  fo  far  from  deferving  the 
title  of  the  **  kin^  $  friends  y^  that  they  are  really  his  moft 
dangerous   enemies :    they  are  traitors,  whofe   difoyal 
councils  lead  to  certain  deftru£lion,   as    nothing   btn 
*«  right eoufnefs  can  efiablij}?  the  throne,''^ 
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The  attack  of  a  caftle  or  place  of  arms 
mud    require  difciplined    troops;     an4 
therefore  it  was  certainly  neceflary   that 
•^  EVERY  MAH^''  Jo  iound iy  the  common^' 
law  to  ajjijiy  fhouUbe  trained  to  arms^  ii> 
order  to  fulfil  his  duty.    And  the  learned 
Nathaniel  Bacon,  in  his  hiftorical  Dif- 
courfe  of  the  Uniformity  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  England,  (iftpart,  p.  64.)  re- 
marks, that  *'  the  Strength  conjijied  of  the 
**  Freemen  i  and,  though  many  were  bound 
**  by  Tenure  to  follow  their  Lords  to  the 
**  Wars^  and  many  were  Voluniiers^  yet, 
*'  //  feemSy    all   were   bound    v^o^ 
**  Call,  under  Peril  of  Fine,  and 

*^    WERE  BOUND    TO    KEEP  ArMS,   for 

**  the  Prefervation  of  the  Kingdom y  their 
"  Lcrds^  and  their  own  Perfons-,  an^d 
**  thefe  they  might  neither  pawn  nor  fell, 
*♦  but  leave  them  to  defcend  to  their 
''  Heirs,"  ^c. 

The  comrnoa-law  right  of  the  people 
of  England  to  have  arms  is  alfo  clearly  ex- 

prefled 
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prcfled  by  the  great  and  learned  judge 
Brafton,  one  of  the  mod  ancient  writers 
of  our  common-law,  who  is  jaftly  cf- 
teemed  of  unexceptionable  authority — 
**  ei  quijujle  pojjidef^  licitumerit  cum  ar- 
*'  mh  contra  pacejn  vs?iientem  ut  expellat^ 
**  cum  armis  repellerey  ut  per  arm  a  tu- 
**  ijioNis  ET  PACis,  quae  funt juftitis, 
•'  repellat  injur  tarn  et  vim  injujlaniy  et  ar- 
"  ma  injurice^'  (Sc.  (Brad.  lib.  iv.  c.  4.) 
i.e. —  **  to  him,  who  jaftly  poffeffes,  it 
"**  SHALL  BE  LAWFUL  With  arms  to  re- 
*'  pel  him  who  cometh  to  expel,  with 
"  arms   againft    the   peace,     that,    by 

•^    ARMS    OF     DEFENCE      AND       PEACE, 

"  which  are  ofjujlice^  he  may  repel  injury 
*'  andunjujl  violence^  and  arms  of  injuf- 
y  tice;'  &c. 

The  late  unhappy  tumults  prove,  that 

thefe  principles  of  the  Engliih  conflituti- 

on  are  as  neceffary  to  be  enforced  at  pre- 

Jent  as  ever  they  were;  for,  had  they  not 

been  fatally   negledled  and  difufed,  the 

abandoned 
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abandoned  rioters  would  have  been  quel- 
led and  fccured  by  the  neighbouring  in- 
habitants of  Weftminfter,  &c.  in  tieir 
jirjl  attempts  5  or,  in  cafe  they  had  advan- 
ced towards  the  city,  M  the  proper  barrien 
had  been  re/erved,  the  citizens  would  have 
had  time  to  get  under  arms,  to  fupport 
their  own  naagiftrate  in  fecuring  the  peac^ 
of  the  city  J  for  any  attack  upon  the  gates 
pr  pofterns  would  have  juftitied  an  im* 
mediate  difcharge  of  fire  arms,  or  other 
weapons,  againft  the  affailants,  without 
waiting  for  the  command  of  a  peace- 
officer  :  and,  as  the  inhabitants  of  each 
city  and  county  are  required  to  make 
good  the  damages  fuftained  on  fach  oc* 
cafions  by  private  individuals,  it  is  plain 
that  the  inhabitants  themfehesy  in  their 
colledtive  capacity,  do  form  that  proper 
POWER,  from  which  the  law  requires 
ihQ  prevention  of  fuch  damages,  and  the 
fupport  and  defence  of  the  civil  magif- 
trates :  for,  otherwife,  the  law  ought  to 

D  have 
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have  direSed  the  damages  to  be  deduc- 
ed from  the  laft  preceding  parliamentary 
grants  to  the  ormy» 

If  it  be  alleged  that  there  can  be  no 
occafion,  in  thefe  modern  times,  to  arm 
and   train  the  inhabitants   of  England, 
becaufe  there  is  an  ample  military  force, 
or  Jiandwg  armyy  to  prefer ve  the  peace; 
yet  let  it  be  remembered,  that,  the  great- 
er and  more  powerful  theftanding  army  is^ 
fo  much  more  neceflary  is  it  that  there 
Jhould  be  a  proper  balance  to  that  power  ^  to 
prevent  any  ill  effeds   from  it :  though 
there  is  one  bad  efFcdt,  which  the  balance 
(howfoever  perfed  and  excellent)  cannot 
prevent  3  and  that  is  the  enormous  and  ru^ 
inous  expence  of  maintaining  a  large  num^^ 
her  of  men,  without  any  civil  einployment 
for  their fupport :  an  expence,  which  nei- 
ther the  land  nor  trade  of  this  realm  can 
poflibly  bear  much  longer  without  pub- 
lic failure ! 

No 
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No  Engliihman,  therefore,  can  be 
truly  LOYAL,  who  oppofes  thefe  effential 
principles  of  the  Englilh  LAW,*  whereby 
the  people  2re  required  to  have  ^^  arms 
'*  of  defence  and  peace,''  for  mutual  as 
well  as  private  defence ;  for  a  fland- 
ing  army  of  regular  foldiers  is  entirely  re^ 
piignant  to  the  conftitution  of  'England  and 
the  genius  of  its  inhabitants.'^ 

D  2  Standing 

*  *  One  of  the  articles  againft  cardinal  Wolfey,  21 

*  Hen.VItLwas,  for  that  he  did  endeavour  to  fubvert 
•*  antiquiflimas  leges  hujus  regni,  univerfamque  hoc 
♦•  regnum  Anglia  legibus  imperialibus  fubjugare," 
'  'Tis  fit  that  thofe   who  atten»pt  to  fubvert  the  laws 

*  fhould,  according  to  the  old  writ,  be  carried  ad golam 
'  de  Neivgate.^  "  Merito  beneficium  legis  amjttit,  qui 
**  /f^fw //y^z«  fabvenere  Intendit,"  Mr.  juftice  Aland's 
Notes  on  Fortefcue  de  Laudibus  Legum  Ang.  p.  75, 

f  *  No  Englilh   king  before  Charles    H.  had  any 

*  other  guards  than  his  penfioners  and    yeomen  of  the 

*  guard,   (firft  appointed  by  that  gr^at  oppreffor  of  his 

*  people  Henry  Vll.)   fave  Richard  IL   who    with  the 

*  aid  of  4000  profligate  archers  made  himfelf  abfolute- 

*  The  ufurper,'   (Croin»vell,)   *  it  is  notorious,   kepr  up 

*  an  army  in  fupport  of  himklf  and  his  tyranny,*  **  and 
«*  Charles  II.  being  connived  at  in  keepingr  a  few  Cad- 
«*  ditional)  guards,  he  icfenfibly  increafcd  their  num- 

«'  ber. 
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Standing  armies  were  not  unknown, 
indeed,  to  our  anceftors   in   very  early 

times, 

<•*  ber,  till  he  left  a  body  of  men  to  his  fuccefTor,  great 
*^  enough  to  tell  the  parliament  he  would  be  no  longer 
<*  bound  by  the  laws  he   had  fworn  to."    In  the  year 

*  1697,  immediately  after  the  conclufion  of  the  war 

*  with   France,  it  is  well  known   how  far  the  foldiery, 

*  againfl.  king  William's  inclination  and  earneft  endea- 

*  vours,  were  reduced.     On  behalf  of  the  court  it  was 

*  then  declared  that  **"  the  army  was  not  defigned  to 
*<  be  made  apart  of  our  conftitution,  but  to  be  kept 
**  only  for  a  little  time,  till  the  circumftances  of  Europe 
<«  would  better  permit  us  to  be  without  them."     *  To 

*  which  it  wag  anfwered,  and  reafons  given  to  prove, 

*  that  **  thefe  confpirators  againft  their  country  were  fa- 
««  tisfied  that  their  continuance  then  was  an  eftablifh- 
*'  ment  of  them  forever,"  ^  And  it  was  farther  obfer- 
<  ved,  that  *•  the  very  dlfcontents  they  might  create 
**  would  be  made  an  argument  for  the  continuing  of 
'*  them  :  but^  if  they  fhould  be  kept  from  opprefling  the 
*«  people,  in  a  little  time  they  would  grow  habitual  to 

*  *  us,  and  almoft  become  a  part  of  our  conjiitution,  and  by 
«*  degrees  we  fhould  be  brought  to  believe  them  not 
<*  only  not  dangeroui  but  mcejjary  ;  for  every  body  faw, 
**  but  few  underflood,  and  thofe  few  would  never  be  a- 
«*  ble  to  perfuade  the  multitude  that  there  was  any  dan- 
«*  ger  in  thofe  men  they  had  lived  quietly  with  for  fome 
«*  years."  *  And  moreover  that  **  without  dear-bought 
**  experience  any  body  may  know  before  hand  what 
**  will  be  the  natural  confequences  o{  a  Jiai:ding  army, 
•*  From  the  day  you  fet  them  up  you  fet  up  your  maf- 
**  ters ;  you  put  yourfelves  wholly  into  their  hands, 
*   ^nd  are  at  their  difcretion.     It  is  the  conqneji  of  the 

'*  natio?!. 
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times,  but  they  were  happily  oppofed  by 
them,  and  declared  illegaL     A  remarka- 
ble  inftancc  of  this  is  related  by  Sir  Ed- 
ward Coke,  in  his  7th  rep.  p.  443,  (Cal- 
vin's cafe,)  but  with  a  very  erroneous  ap- 
plication of  the  dodrine,  (as  there  are  in 
many  other  inftances  of  that  particular 
report,)    for   which   the   chancellor   or 
judges  probably,  who   fpoke,    and   not 
the  reporter,  mufl:  one  day  be  anfwerabla, 
Itappeareth,  by  Bradlon,  lib.  iii.  tradl 
2.  c.  15.  fol.  134.  that  Canutus,  the 
Danifli  king,  having  fettled  himfelf  in 
this  kingdom  in  peace,  kept  notwith- 
ftanding    (for   the  better   continuance 
thereof)    great    armies    within    this 
"  realmr     [Yet  Bradton  was  more  wile 
and  honourable  than  to  conceive  or  hint 

that 

**  nation.  In  the  filenteft,  fliortefl,  and  fureft  way, 
**  They  are  able  to  difpofe  of  your  lives  and  eftatesat 
**  twill  and  pleafure ;  and  what  can  a  foreign  conque- 
**  ror  do  more  ?  Jf  after  this  we  Jive  and  pofiefs  any 
**  thing,  it  is  becaufe  they  let  us ;  and  how  long  that 
**  Ihall  be  neither  ^jo£  nor  they  themfelv^s  kno'w.'''' — Conti- 
nued Corruption^  Jlanding  Armies t  i^c,  confidired,  1760, 
p.  IS-17. 
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that  great  armies^  fo  kept  by  the  king, 
were  proper  inftruments  ^*  for  the  better 
**  continuance  of  peace  \'  for  he  fays  no 
fuch  thing,  this  being  only  a  dijloyal 
conceit  of  fome  modern  judge,  concern- 
ed in  the  argument  of  Calvin's  cafe  :  but 
to  return  to  the  words  of  the  reporter.] 
l^he  peers  and  nobles  of  England  diflaf 

//«^  THIS  GOVERNMENT,  BY  ARMES 
"  AND  ARMIES,*  (ODIMUS  ACCIPI- 
**    TREM,    QUIA  SEMPER  VIVIT   IN  AR- 

**  MIS,)  wijely  and  folitiquely  perfuaded 
*'  thekingy  that  they  would  provide  for  the 
"  fafety  cf  him  and  his  people^  and  yet  his 
**  armies y  carrying  with  them  many  incon^ 
"  veniences,  (kould  be  withdrawn,'  &c. 
(This  would  be  a  proper  language  and 

true 

*  And  every  Englifhman,  that  has  not  the  fame  ^//l 
/^/f,  is  furely  difafeaed  to  the  true  conliitution  and 
laws  of  his  country,  and  may  juftly  be  charged  with 
dijloyahy ;  for  none  \i\a\.  freemen  ought  to  be  truiled  with 
arms  in  2Lfree  country^  and  not  men  that  areenflaved  un- 
der martial  law,  in  regular  armies,  to  yield  an  implicit 
aai've  obedience  to  the  word  of  command,  whatever  it 
may  be,  without  diftindlion  oi good  or  e-vil! 
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true  policy  for  a  free  Britifh  parliament  W 
adopt.)  "  jy^r^^^^cj^'*  (fays  the  reporter) 
"  Canutus  prefently  withdrew  his  armies ^ 
**  and  within  a  while  after  he  loji  his 
**  crown^'  &c. 

Here  again  the  judge,  whoever  he  was 
that  fpoke,  betrayed  a  moft  dijloyal ^i^xk* 
dice  in  favour  of  "  a  government  by  arms 
**  and  armies^'  which  led  him  into  a  no- 
torious falfehood  !  for,  though  the  former 
part  of  the  fentence  is  true,  that  king 
Canute  *'  withdrew  his  armies  y^  yet  the 
latter   part,  that,  *'  within  a  while  after^ 
*'  he  loji  his  crown y'  is  totally  y^/^;  and 
the  judge,  by  aflerting   that  groundlefs 
circumftance  feemed   inclined  to  infinu- 
ate,  x\i2Xthe  withdrawing  the  armies  occa- 
fioned  the  (fuppofed)   lofs  of  the  crown^ 
which  was  far  from  being  the  cafe.     The 
great  and  noble  Canute  reaped  the  bene- 
fit of  his  prudent  and  generous  conformity 
to  the  free  conftitution  of  this  limited  mo-- 
narcby ;  for  he  enjoyed  a  long  and  glori- 
ous reign,  after  he  fent  back  his  Danlfli 

foldiers; 
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foldiers;  which,  according  to  Matthew 
of  WeftmiDfter,  (p.  403,)  was  in  the 
year  1018  j  and  he  held  the  crown  with 
dignity  and  glory  to  the  end  of  his  life, 
in  the  year  1035,  when  he  was  buried 
at  Winchefter  with  royal  pomp  (regio 
morcy  ib.  p»  409)  :  and  his  two  fons  alfo, 
who  feparately  fucceeded  him,  died  like- 
wife  kings  of  England  'y  for  they  loft  not 
the  kingdom  but  by  natural  deaths  and 
the  want  of  hefrs. 

Happy  would  ft  have  been  for  Eng- 
land, had  all  fucceeding  kings  been  as 
wife  and  truly  politic  as  the  great  Canute, 
who  feared  not  to  commit  the  care  of  his 
own  perfon,  and  thofe  of  his  foreign 
friends  that  attended  him,  to  the^r^^ 
taws  and  limit  e  d  confittut  ion  oj  this  kingdom! 

The  old  Englifh  maxim,  however, 
again  ft  **  a  government  by  arms  and  ar- 
"  miesy  ought  never  to  be  forgotten.— 
**  Odimus  acdpitremi  quia  femper  vivit 


*'  in  armisT 


(June,   1780.) 
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GENERAL  MILITIA, 

ACTING  BY  A 

WELL-REGULATED 

ill 

ROTATION, 

Is    THE    ONLY    SAFE    MEANS    OP 

Defending  a  free  People. 


THE  eftablifliment  of'ftanding  ar- 
mies is,  perhaps,  the  moft  dan- 
gerous of  all  political  expedients,  and 
has  been  fatal  to  the  liberty  of  every  na- 
tion upon  earth  that  has  adopted  it ;  and, 
therefore,  though  the  dodrine  oijiecejjity 
is  generally  pleaded  to  excufe  the  mea- 

E  z  fure, 
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fure,  yet  there  feems  rather  a  necejjity  of 

abfolutely  rejedling  it ;  and  of  forming 
the  national  defence  upon  fome  other  lefs 
dangerous  plan. 

The  fervice  of  a  national  militia  may 
be  divided  into  equal  proportions  of  at- 
tendance, by  rotationt  fo  as  to  inculcate 
and  difFufe  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  arms 
and  military  difcipline  throughout  the 
whole  body  of  a  nation  or  people;  and 
thereby  fuperfede  the  baneful  neccjjity  of 
keeping  regular  troops^  or  Jianding  armies 
of  mercenaries. 

Whenever  the  public  fafety  demands 
the  aflcmbling  and  continuance  of  a  large 
body  of  troops  in  adtual  fervice,  to  watch 
and  refifl:  the  motions  of  any  powerful  in- 
vader, a  regular  military  "  Rojler  of 
"  Service^''  from  the  whole  national  mi- 
litiay  is  the  fafeft  and  beft  means  of 
forming  and  continuing  fuch  an  army  in 
the  field ;  becaufe  it  would  be,  not  only, 
the  leaft  burthenfome  to  individuals,  but 

alfo 
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alfo  lefs  dangerous  to  the  community  at 
large;  for,  if  the  regularity  of  rotation 
were  duly  obi'erved,  no  man  would  be  fo 
long  detained  from  his  ordinary  calling 
and  occupation  as  to  lofe  his  civ ii  capa- 
city and  way  of  livelihood  at  home,  nor 
be  thereby  unwarily  drawn  into  zfeparate 
inter  eft  from  his  fellow-citizens;  which 
was  unhappily  the  cafe  of  the  Parliament's 
army  in  1647;  for,  after  having  bravely 
defended  the  national  liberty  for  feme 
years,  this  very  army  became  the  inftru- 
ment  of  a  mod  hateful  national  bondage ^ 
under  a  military  tyrant ! 

The  nature  of  a  Rojier  is  well  defcri- 
bed  by  General  Biand,  in  his  Treatife  of 
military  Difclpline,  from  p.  287  to  312. 
When  a  great  army  is  formed  by  feveral 
nations  in  alliance,  which  fend  into  the 
field,  each  of  them,  a  different  number 
of  battalions,  a  Rojier  is  efteemed  the  beft 
expedient  for  regulating  and  dividing  the 
general  fervice   into   due  proportions  a- 

mongft 
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mongft  them  all :  and  General  Bland 
has  given,  in  p.  290  of  the  above-men- 
tioned Treatife,  the  form  of  fuch  '*  a 
**  Rojier  general  for  the  detaching  of  bat ^ 
'^  talions,  according  to  that  in  Flanders,  in 
*'  1708."  He  has  alfo  givers  ^^  Tables  of 
*'  "Proportion- for  detaching  private  men^* 
that  is,  for  detaching  them  from  the  feve- 
ral  battalions  in  the  field,  that  the  dan- 
ger and  fatigue  of  the  fervice  (efpecially 
at  lieges)  may  be  equally  divided  among 
them.  And,  nearly  on  the  fame  plan, 
tables  might  be  formed  for  detaching 
the  individuals  of  a  national  militia  from 
the  fever al  pari(Jdes,  or  diftridlsy  to  which 
they  belong,  in  due  proportion  to  the  number 
cf  males  enrolled  in  each  of  them-,  v^hereby 
the  hardfliip  and  inconveniences  of  mill* 
tary  duty  for  the  common  fafety  would 
be  equally  divided  among  the  whole  nati- 
on ;  and,  of  courfe,  the  time  of  aftual 
fervice  would  be  moft  profitably  diminifli- 

ed 
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ed  to  each  individual,  whilft  the  know-f 

ledge  of  arms  anddifcipline  would  be  re- 
gularly  circulated  into   all  parts  of  the 
country  5  and  with  it  alfo  fuch  a  fenfible 
perception,  to  each  individual,  ofhisfel- 
lowfhip,  or  incorporation,  with  the  whole 
national  community,    as  would  plainly 
tend' to  prevent  all  partial  and  undue  emu- 
lation of  particular  counties  or  diftridts  a- 
gainft   their   neighbours:    for,   by  fuch 
provincial  jealoufies,  the  ancient  ftatesof 
Greece  were  unhappily  difunited,    and 
their  attention  withdrawn  from  that  true 
mutual  intereft  and  defence  of  each  other, 
without  which  none  of  them  could  long 
fubiift  in  freedom:  whereas,  if  (on  the 
contrary)  they  had  been  inured  to  the  fo- 
cial  duty  of  fer^ing  in  one  common  army, 
drawn   equally    from   each   confederate 
ftate  by  a  proper  '*  Tiahle  cf  Proportions^ 
and  duly  changed  by  rotation^  (to  pre- 
vent them  from  becoming  mere  foldierSf) 
there  would   have  been  nojuft  caufe  to 

be 
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be  jealous  of  each  other's  power  (as  be- 
tween the  Athenians  and  Lacedaemoni- 
ans, ^cj'j  for  all  fucctffes,  as  well  as 
loffes,  would  have  been  equally  divided 
among  them ;  fo  that  no  particular  ftate 
could  have  acquired,  by  vidtury,  any  en- 
viable advantages,  peculiar  to  itfelf,  to  in- 
cite the  jealoufy  of  the  reft  3  but  every 
individual,  in  every  part,  would,  by 
thefe  means,  have  been  led  to  confider 
himfelf  not  merely  as  a  member  of  a  tin- 
gle petty  ftate  or  diftrid,  but  (with  a 
more  enlarged  idea  of  his  own  focial  cha- 
rafter)  as  a  member,  rather,  of  the  whole 
community  of  free  citizens  throughout 
all   Greece  :  for  the  circulation*  of  th^ 

Rojier 

*  A  Rotation  J  or  general  circulation  of  public  duty, 
may  be  compared  to  thofe  **  ^wheels  ^thin  <voheelsy* 
which  give  life,  vigour,  and  adivity,  to  a  nxihole  com- 
muniiy,  by  enabling  it  fhowfoever  exrenfive  and  fcac- 
tered,  with  refpedl  to  local  fAuation)  to  move  and  ex- 
ert itfelf  as  one  united  Having  bodyy  actuated  by  one  Jpiritf 
like  as  the  hofts,  or  armies,  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Jfrael  are  typified  by  the  Cherubim,  or  four  living 
creatures,  (as  reprefented  in  the  flandards  of  the  four 

principal 
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'Rejler  would  have  been  a  moft  efFedlual 
bond  of  union  to  fecure  the  connexion 
and  communication  of  the  moft  diftant 
branches  of  the  confederacy;  and,  by 
preferving  the  general  body  of  the  peo- 
ple in  their  civil  capacity  and  ordinary 
occupations^  it  would  alfo  have  rendered 
them  lefs  liable  to  be  drawn  from  the 
common  intereft  of  the  ftate  at  large, 
partially  to  favour  the  arbitrary  defigns  of 
any  ufurping  commander  in  chief  or  pet- 
ty tyrant :  for  no  general-officer  (had 
fuch  a  confederacy  of  national  union  been 

F  duly 

principal  tribes,)  united  in  one  animated  fyftem  of  aflion, 
moving  altogether  with  wheels  (or  rotations)  and 
viingSf  full  of  eyes  within  and  without. 

For,  in  a  ftate  that  isperfedlly  free,  (and  in  fuch  on- 
ly,) the  eyes  of  the  feveral  individuals  of  which  it  i» 
compofed  are  permitted  to  look  forward,  with  efFeft,  to 
the  true  intereft  of  the  community  at  large ;  and  may 
well  be  confidered  as  the  eyes,  figuratively  reprefented 
in  the  whole  body  of  the  Cherubim,  and  in  all  their 
parts ;  (their  backs,  and  their  hands,  and  their  wings, 
and  the  wheels  full  of  eyes  round  about;)  every  eye  in 
that  great  united  figurative  body  of  the  Cherubim  help- 
ing to  enlighten  the  intention^  and  thereby  influence  the 
motion  or  government  of  the  whole,       ' 
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duly  eflablifhed)  would  have  been  able  to 
affume  more  power  and  authority  than 
what  was  fairly  delegated  by  the  ma- 
jority of  fuff rages,  in  one  great  united 
general  council  o{  chokn  citizens  from  e- 
very  part. 

The  general  body  of  individuals,  in 
fuchacafe,  indeed,  fubmit  themfelves  to 
ferve,  by  rotation,  in  the  humble  ftation 
of  private  foldiers ;  but  the  time  of  fer- 
vice  being  limited,  and  equal  to  all  men 
in  duration,  it  would  be  no  great  hard- 
fhip,  efpecially  if  each  freeman  that 
bears  arms  was  allowed  his  natural  right 
of  fuffrage  in  the  ftate,  his  due  (hare  of 
legiflative  influence,  to  controul  the  com- 
manders^  and  regulate  the  fervice. 

In  a  nation  confining  of  fix  millions 
of  fouls,  (which  number  England  is 
commonly  fa'd  to  contain,)  the  number  of 
males  capable  of  bearing  arms  (and  who, 
according  to  natural  rights  are  juflly  en- 
titled alfo  to  a  (hare  in  the  legiflature) 

would 
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would  be  eflimated  at  a  fourth  part  of 

that  number,  according  to  the  moft  ge- 
neral mode  of  eftimation,  viz.  1,500,000 
men ;  from  which  number  a  Rojler  ofac^ 
tual  fervice  from  home,     only   for    one 
month  each  man  in  the  fpace  of  a  whole 
year,  would  fupply  a  conftant  army  in  the 
field  of  125,000  men,    if  fo  many  were 
neceffary.       A  continual    change  every 
months    or  every  fourteen  days,    of  half  a 
battalion  at  a  time  out  of  each  diftridt,  or 
ftill  in  fmaller   proportions,    viz,  a  few 
companies  at  a  time   (or    even   by  half- 
companies,  from  fmaller  diviuons  or  pa- 
rifhes)  would  be   moft  advifeable,    that 
every  part  of  the  country  might  always 
retain  nearly    the    proportion  of  eleven 
parts  out  of  twelve  of  its    own   miliiia, 
as  well  for   the   purpofes  of    guarding 
it,  as  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  cultivati- 
on,   and  other  neceflary  local  occupati- 
ons,   without   interruption.     Perfons  a- 
bove  the  common  rank  might  lerve  in 
fquadrons  of  horfe,   ( if  they  preferred 

F  2  that 
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that  kind  of  fervice,)  as  eguites,    or  ef- 
quires.   Thofe  men  whofe  time  of  fervice 
approached,    as  being  next  upon  the  ef- 
tablifhed  Rafter,  (hould  be  more  carefully 
exercifed  at  bome^  after  the  hours  of  la^ 
boury  for  one  month  at  leaft  before  their 
time  of  marching.     By  thefe  means  they 
would  be  prepared  for  the  fervice;    and 
the  very  march,  if  properly  conduded, 
would  add  to  their  difcipline.     The  cer- 
tainty  of  returning,    when  relieved  by 
companies  of  their   neighbours,    in  lo 
fhort  a  time  as  one  moniby    (if  they  lived 
fo  long,)    or  two  months,    allowing  for 
the  march  out  and  home,    would   much 
reduce  the  anxiety  of  parting  from  their 
families  and  friends. 

It  will  probably  be  objedled,  that  a 
national  militia,  which  has  been  exercifed 
only  in  fmall  bodies,  is  incapable  of  ef- 
feftual  fervice  againft  an  enemy :  but  for 
this  a  remedy  may  be  found.  Let  the 
army  be  firft  formed  in  a  feparate  en- 
campment. 
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campment,  at  fuch  convenient   diftance 

from  the  enemy,    that  they  may  not  be 
liable  to  an  immediate  attack. 

A  central  fituation  muft,    of  courfe, 
be  chofen  for  this  camp  of  difcipline, 
where  the  feveral  companies  from  the 
whole  nation  may  be  regimented  under 
proper  general-officers,  and  be  daily  ex- 
ercifed,    in  large   bodies^     for   a  whole 
month  (or  fix  weeks,    if  neceflary)  be- 
fore they  are  brought  to  face  the  enemy. 
And,  for  this  reafon,  it  would  be  expe- 
dient to  require  from  each  individual  (I 
mean  the  jirjl  time  he  is  entered  on  the 
Rojler)  one  month   or  fix  weeks  atten- 
dance   more   than   the   generally     efl:a- 
bliflied  proportions  of  time  on  the  Rojler^ 
(which  would   be  only  once  in  his  whole 
life-time,    and  therefore  no  great  hard- 
ftiip,)  in  order  to  be  exercifed  with  a  large 
body  of  troops  in  fome  of  the  principal  and 
moft  neceflary  movements  and  evolutions 
for  the  field;  and,  after  the  month  or  fix 
weeks  training  in  the  camp  of  difcipline, 

an 
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an  army  of  1 25,000  men  might  be  mar- 
ched to  the  camp  or  camps  of  adaal  fer- 
vice,  to  do  daty  for  the  time  allotted 
to  each  upon  the  Rojler  againft  the  com- 
mon enemy  5  and  the  number  might  be 
continually  kept  up  by  monthly  detach- 
ments of  battalions  from  the  firfl:  camp 
of  difcipline,  in  proportion  as  the  time 
of  fervlce  (allotted  to  each  of  the  fo  mer 
companies  upon  the  Rojler)  (hould  ex- 
pire. The  country  would  alfo  be  guard- 
ed by  the  returning  difciphned  compa- 
nies difperfed  in  every  part;  and  the 
knowledge  of  arms  and  difcipline,  by  the 
time  2ifmgle  circulation  of  the  Rojler  was 
completed,  (viz,  in  one  year,)  would 
be  diffufed  throughout  the  whole  nation ; 
which  would  thereby  be  enabled  after^- 
wards  to  exert  itfelf  glorioufly  upon  any 
fudden  emergency;  for  it  might  afford  to 
bear  even  the  lofs  of  fix  fuch  capital  ar- 
mies of  125,000,  viz,  in  all,  750,000, 
men,  before  it  would  be  neceffary  to  in- 
creafe  the  time  of  fervice  from  one  month 

to 
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to  two  months  actual  f;^rvicej  for  each 

difciplined  man,  in  a  whole  year.  With 
fo  fmall  a  portion  of  time  employed  in 
military  fervice,  every  man  might  pre- 
ferve  his  ordinary  occupation,  either  in 
trade  or  hufbandry,  and  maintain  his 
rank  and  fituation  in  life  with  his  family, 
as  zfree  citizeriy  in  his  own  difiridl^  at  all 
other  times,  when  the  Ro/ier  oF  public 
fervice  did  not  demand  his  perfonal  at- 
tendance  from  home.  But  when,  by  a 
contrary  method,  a  national  militia  is  fo 
lonor  continued  in  a6lual  fervice,  without 
rotaticUy  as  to  inure  the  individuals  to  a 
negledt  and  difufe  of  their  ordinary  em- 
ployments, in  their  refpedtive  counties 
and  diftrids,  they  gradually  lofe  their 
civil  capacity^  and,  from  fr(e  citizens^ 
are  apt  to  become  mere  SoU-iers,  depen- 
dent on  their  military  So/Jy  or  ftipend, 
and  the  favour  of  fuperiors ;  where- 
by they  acquire  fuch  a  iliviln  fubmifGoii 
to  COMMAND,    be  it  Jiifi  or  z/;^'^//?,    that 

they 
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they  readily  undertake  to  execute  thofc 
very  meafures  and  defigns,  which  they 
themfelves,  perhaps,  have  previoufly 
condemned ;  alleging,  that  *•  a  fcldier 
**  has  no  right  to  judge  for  himfelf^''  (thus 
indifcriminately  applying,  to  the  general 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  any  military 
undertaking,  a  principle,  which  proper- 
ly relates  only  to  the  neceflary  difcipline 
and  mode  of  condufting  it  in  the  field, 
after  a  man  has  abfolutely  confented  and 
engaged  to  ferve  in  it,)  "  and  that  a  fol- 
dier  muji  go'*  (fay  they)  **  wherever 
**  he  is  ordered,  without  any  demur  about 
**  the  propriety  or  injujiice  of  the  ferviceS^ 
So  that  they  eftablifli  not  only  2ipaJJive, 
but  an  a^ive,  obedience  to  the  will  of 
others,  which  makes  the  profeffion  dif 
honourable  ! — difionourable,  I  mean,  in 
thofe  who  admit  this  dodtrine  of  unlimi^ 
ted  obedience,  which  is  derogatory  to  their 
natural  dignity,  as  men  j  for  they  give  up 
an  indifpenfible  quality  of  human  nature^ 

the 
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the  right  of  difcerning  between  ^W  and 
evil^  (which  is  nothing  lefs  than  a  defer^ 
tiorif  or  apoftatifing,  from  the  duty  which  * 
every  man  owes  to  God  and  his  eternal 
laws ! )  and  thereby  render  themfelves^ 
or  (I  would  rather  fay)  render  their  pro^ 
fejjion^  the  bane  of  every  (late  where  it  is 
cftabliflied,  and  a  difgrace  to  human 
nature  ! 
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REMARKS 


CONCERNING     THE 


Trained  Bands 


O  P 


LONDON. 


THE  Militia,    or  Trained  Bands, 
of  London   have    never     been 
known  to  mifbehave  in   aBual  fervlce^ 
however  dcfpicable  they  may  appear  in 
their  annual  mufters. 

Citizens  of  London,  from  the  moft 
ancient  times,  were  required  to  keep 
arms  in  their  houfes.  The  annual  muf- 
ter  is  rather  a  mujier  of  the  arms  than  of 
tbe  men,  who  would  probably  go  out  to 

aSlual 
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cEfual  fervice  if  there  fhould    be  really 

Occafion  for  them  ;  but  even  the  meaneft 
oi the?72e?2y  as  they  now  are  generally  Tent 
out,  (being  for  the  moft  part  fubftitutes,) 
if  they  were  exercifedjor  a  few  hours  three 
times  a  week^  only  for  one  months  and 
refcraincd  froni  the  ufe  of  ftrong  li- 
quors during  the  time  of  exercife,  would 
be  found  more  ferviceable  (if  there  was 
any  real  occafion  of  public  defence)  than 
is  generally  conceived. 

Of  this  real  fads  afford  the  beft  proof: 
the  irregularity  of  the  Trained  Bands  and 
want  of  difcipiine  wereasconfpicuous  and 
notorious,  it  feems,  in  the  year  1642 
asatprefent:  for  then  Capt.  Sk'ppon 
(afterwards  Major-General)  was  direded 
by  the  parliament  to  attend  them,  as  a 
guard,  with  two  companies  of  the  T'rained 
Bands  of  London 'y  and  Lord  Clarendon's 
account  of  that  matter  is  expreffed  in  the 
following  contemptuous  terms:  "  Th's 
"  man'    (fays   he,    meaning  Skippon) 

**  marched 
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^^  marched  that  day  in  the  head  of  their 

**  TUMULTUARY    ARMY  to  the  parlia^ 
*^  mefit'hoiifeJ'^      Yet  Lord   Clarendon 
himfelf  makes  ample  reparation   to  the 
drained  Bands  for  this  contempt,    when 
he  fpeaks  of  their  unexpe5fed  behaviour 
at  the  battle  of  Newbery  ;   for,  though 
he  allows  their  inexperience  both  of  danger 
andfervice^  he  exprellly  attributes  to  the 
Jleadlnefs  of  the  Trained  Bands  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  parliament's  army.     No 
troops  in  the  kingdom  had,  at  that  time, 
been  able  to  withiland  the  fpirited  char- 
ges of  Prince   Rupert's    well-difciplined 
horfe,  till  this  tumultuary  army,  (which 
feems  to  be  an  exadt  defcription  alfo  of 
their  prefent  mufters,)    for  the  firfl:  time, 
compelled  them  to  wheel  about. 

Rapin  fpeaks  of  the  brave  defence  of 
the  infantry  on  that  day  in  very  high 
terms,  but  without  mentioning  what  par- 
ticular troops  they  were  ;  fo  that  no  rear 
der  would  fufpedt  that  he  defcribed  the 

adlions 

♦  Bk  iv.  p.  380. 
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aflions  of  the  **  tumultuary  army'  of  th® 

city. 

**  After  the  Prince  had  routed  the  ca^ 
♦•  vaky  of  the  enemy,*'  (fays  Rapin, 
meaning  the  parliament's  cavalry,  J  "  he 
"  fell  upon  their  infantry^  which,  though 
•'  deprived  of  the  help  of  the  cavalry, 
*'  received  him  with  fo  much  intrepidity^ 
*'  that  he  was  repulfed  feveral  times, 
*'  without  being  able  ever  to  penetrate."* 
But  Lord  Clarendon  candidly  attributes 
the  glory  of  the  day  to  thofe  whom  he 
before  defpifsd  as  a  tumultuary  army. 

"  *TheLo77don  Trained  Bands''  (fays  he) 
^'  and  auxiliary  regiments  (of  wkofe  in- 

**    EXPERIENCE    of  DANGER,       Cr    ANY 

*'  KIND  OF  SERVICE,  beyond  the  eafy 
*^  praBice  of  their  poftures  in  the  ArtiU 
*^  lery-garden,     men  bad  till  then  too 

"    CHEAP 

*  **  Apres  avoir  mis  en  deroute  la  Caimterie  des  en- 
**  nemis,  il  alia  tomber  fur  leur  Infanterie,  qui,  biea 
**  que  denuee  du  fecours  de  la  Cavalerie,  le  regat  avec 
«'  tant  d'intrspiditey  qu'i}  fut  repouffe  plufjeurs  fois» 
«*  fans  qu'il  put  jamais  la  pcrcer*'*     Rapin,  torn*  viii. 
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^^  CHEAP  AN  estimation)  behaved 
^^  themfelves  to  wonder  i  and  were^  in 
"  truth  y  the  'prefer  nation  of  that  army  that 
*^  day.  For  they  Jiood  us  a  bulwark 
"  and  rampire  to  defend  the 
'^  REST ;"  (whereby  he  attributes  to 
them  the  chief  refiftance ;)  ''  andy  when 
'*  their  wings  of  horfe  were  fcattered  and 
^*  difperfedy  kept  their  ground  so  stea- 
"  DiLY,  thati  though  Prince  Rupert  hifu-- 
'^  f^lfl^dup  THE  CHOICE  HORSE  to  charge 
**  theniy  and  endured  their  Jiorm  offmall 
**  JlMy  he  could  make  no  imprejjion  upon 
their fi  and  of  pikes  y  but  was  forced 
TO  wheel  about  :  of fofovereign  be- 
nefit andufe  is  that  readinefsy  order ^  and 
dexterity y  in  the  ufe  ojthnr  arms^  which 
hath  beenfo  much  negleciedr     Bxk.  VII. 

P-  347- 

Thus  the  City  Pike-men  are  commend- 
ed as  a  ftandard  pattern  of  military  difci- 
pline,  (viz.  for  their  '^  readinefs,  order^ 
l[  and  dexterity  f  in  the  uje  of  arms^' )  by 

H  the 
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the  very  fame  hiftorian  who  had  entitled 
•them  a  tumultuary  ar77ty  a  very  fliort  time 
before  this   occafion   which  extorted  his 
commendation.     A  moderate  and  fuffi- 
cient  difcipline,  for  real  fervice,  is  more 
eaiily  and  fconer  acquired  than  people 
generally  conceive ;  and  nothing  is  want- 
ing to  the  prefent  eftablifhment  of  City 
Trained  Bands  but  more  frequent  mut- 
ters,  for  about  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a 
half  at  a  time,  after  the  hours  of  labour  : 
for,  if  they  were  allowed  this  advantage, 
they  would  be  nearly  upon  the  fame  foot- 
ing as  the  Militia  of  New  England,  Con- 
necSicut,  &c.  which  lately  conquered  the 
well-difciplined  army  of  General  Bur- 
goyne :  they  would  be  nearly  upon  the 
favtefootwg^  I  fay,  except  in  one  point; 
which  is,  that  the  New  Rutland  Militia 
have  always  maintained  the  ancient  con- 
ftitutional  right  of  choofing    their  own 
officers  in  the  public  Folkmotes:  which  the 
learned  Judge  Atkins,  by  the  beft  autho- 
rities, 
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rities,  has  proved  to  be  the  original  con* 
ftitudon  of  our  national  Militia.  Polit, 
Tradts,  p.  254, 

The  prefent  eftaWifliment  of  the 
county  regiments  of  Militia  favours  too 
much  of  a  Jlanding  army^  both  in  difci^ 
pliney  and  the  effedi  of  the  fervice  upon 
th^  common  men%  who,  by  being  abfent 
too  long  a  tin^e  from  their  families  and 
ordinary  occupations,  are  apt  to  become 
7nerefoldierSy  defpidng  their  former  trades 
and  employments,  and  confequently  cea-- 
Jing  to  be  citizens. 

Nothing,  furely,  can  be  more  dange- 
rous to  a  free  ftate  than  fuch  an  effect  as 
'  this ;  for  the  profejjed  foldier  generally 
gives  up  to  fuperior  command*  that  in- 

H  2  difpenfible 

*  Command  Is  properly  imperium,  the  effence  o^ em* 
pire\  for,  ihttnXQoiimperator  [ox  emperor)  originally 
fignified  nothing  more  than  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
army  :  and,  though  this  power  of  command  was  gene- 
rally delegated,  at  firfl,  by  the  eledion  and  appointment 
of  the  people,  or  fenate,  and  of  courfe  wasefteemed 
fubjetflto  their  controul,  yet,  by  the  ufurpation  of  fac- 

cefsful 
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difpenfible  human  right  of  judging  be- 
tween good  and  evil^  which  alone  confti- 

tutes 

cefsful  military  chiefs,  (when  the  forces  under  their 
command  have  been  detained  fo  long  in  adual  fervicc 
as  to  lofe  their  ci^vil  capacity  and  become  2ijianding  army 
of  mere  fold-iers  dependent  on  their  fold,  or  military 
pay,  inftead  of  their  former  cinjil  connexions  and  ufeful 
occupations,)  it  has  always  been  liable  to  be  changed 
from  a  limited  command  to  **  merum"  imperium^"  or  ab/o" 
Jute  dominiotiy  which  Leopold  Metaftafius,  a  learned 
Roman  Advocate,  very  properly  fliles  "  belluinapotejias,** 
a  beafily  power  ;  a  term  which  moil  aptly  charafterizesf 
t\\.Q  enormity,  and  confequent  illegality,  oi  unlimited  mO" 
diarchy!  And  this  ufe  of  the  term,  belluina  potejlas,  is 
Uridtly  legal  and  juftifiable  ;  becaufe  it  is  the  'very  mark 
by  which  the  prophets  of  God  have  branded  all  the  ar- 
bitrary dominations  of  mankind,  from  the  Babyloni- 
an head  of  the  great  and  terrible  image  of  Tyranny 
down  to  its  njsry  toes,  the  prefent  divided  kingdoms  of 
the  earth,  which  ftill  exift  in  power,  (and  muft  fo  con- 
tinue for  feme  little  time  longer,)  for  the  punifliment 
and  deflrudlion  of  depraved  man,  until  it  Ihall  pleafe 
God,  in  his  mercy,  to  break  them  in  peices  by  his  eter- 
nal  kingdom,  which  will  then  become  a  mountain,  (or 
earthly  eftablifhment  of  government,)  and  fill  the  iJohoJe 
earth,  (Dan.  ii.  35.  44  )  For  all  the  faid  temporal  em- 
pires and  kingdoms  are  included  in  the  prophetic  repre- 
fentation  o^  four  great  and  terrible  beajls  ;  (fee  Dan.  vii.) 
fb  that  the  belluina  pot ejl as  is  undeniably  attributed  to  all 
of  them  I  and,  that  we  may  more  clearly  demoniliate 
that  the  term  denotes  a  power,  unlimited  bylaw  and 
due  popular  controul,    it  is  neceffiiry  to  remark,    that 
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tutes   the  diftindlion   between   men  and 
brutes \  and  through  afalfe  notion  of  mi- 
litary 

the  charafleriftical  property  of  each  of  thefe  heajily  em- 
pires is,  '*  to  do  according  to  his  will  ;"  that  is,  with- 
out limitation  of  lan»y  right y  or  other  juji  controul  in 
favour  of  the  people:  fuch  unlimited  will  is  called 
*'  ahfolute-y^  i.  e.  **  loofed  frotn'^  all  due  reftraint  of  the 
people,  or  other  obligation  whatfoever.  This  bejiial 
mark  of  abfolute  nvill  was  the  charadlcriftical  property 
aixki^jirji  beajiy  the  Babylonian  hesid  or  ivinged lion  o£ 
the  Chaldees ;  **  ijuhom  he  would"  («1V,  the  proper 
Chaldee  word  for  WILL,  both  verb  and  noun)  "  hejle^j 
•*  and  ijohom  he  would"  (i^2V)  "  he  kept  alivey  and 
**  ivhom  he  w^ OJJ L-D^*  (^IV  again)  *'  hefetupy  andnvhom 
**  >&<?  would"  (i^ny  once  more)  ^'  he  put  donvn  ■y'^  (Dan. 
V.  19.)  So  that  the  W// of  the  monarch  was  manifeftly 
the  only  lanxj  of  that  empire  ;  and  the  unhappy  efFedls  of 
fuch  unlimited  power,  even  to  the  monarch  himfelfy  is 
llrongly  marked  in  the  very  next  verfe  :  *'  But,  ijohen 
•*  his  heart  ntjas  lifted  up^^^  (the  natural  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  undue  exaltation,*)    **   and  his  mind 

**  hardened 

*  An  excellent  antidote  againft  the  evil  of  royal  luUl,  or  "  undue 
*'  txaltatioriy*  isprefcribed  in  Deut.  xvii.  i2-20.  viz.  That  the  king 
fhall  •*  lorite  out  f&r  himfelf  a  copy''''  (or  rather  a  duplicate,  nJtl^D) 
*•  of  this  laiu''  [i.  e.  thofe  written  laws  of  God  which  had  tivice  been 
folemnly  ready  not  onlyin  the  prefence,  but  **  in  the  ears  (or  hearing) 
**  of  A  Li.  the  people;''''  and  had  as  often  been  folemnly  confirmed,  aC 
tach  public  reading,  by  tht  \o\unX&ty  affent  of  all  the  people,  faying,  — 
*'  all  that  the  Lord  bath  Jaid  iv'ill  we  do.''''  Exodus  xxiv.  3.7.  Thus 
the  divine  laws  became  the  regular  jiatutcs  of  that  nation] ; 
*♦  And 'it''''  (viz,  the  king's  own  written  duplicate  of  the  law)  *^ /hall 
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litary  honour,  the  foldier  is  apt  to  think 
that  his  duty  requires  an  implicit  a5iive 

cbedtcnce 

*'  hardened  in    pride,   he  <was   depofed  from   his   kingly 
*•  throne y  and  they  took  his  glory  fro?n  him  :  and  he  njoas  dri' 

**  ^ett 

"  be  lotth  Mm,  and  he  foall  readtherein^  all  the  dayt  of  hn  life:  that  he 
«*  rr.ay  learn  fo  fear  the  Lord  his  God,  TO  KEEP  ALL  the  words  OP 
**  THIS  LAW,  AND  THESE  STATUTES,  TO  DO  them"  (and  the  rca- 
fonof  thus  limiting  the  royal  will,  by  Jaws  and  flatutes,  is  afligned 
in  the  very  next  fentence)  j  *'  that  his  heart  be  not  lifted  up 
ABOVE  his  brethren,  and  that  he  turn  not  ajide  from  the  command" 
«'  ment  (to;  the  right  hand  or  (to)  the  left  ;'*  (which  is  furely  aftrift//- 
mttation  of  the  rcga! poiver  j  a  meafure  highly  important  to  the  true  in- 
tereft  even  of  the  monarch  hitnfelf  :  viz.)  *'  to  the  end  that  he  may  pro- 
*'  /w;^  (his)  day%  in  his  kingdom,  he  and  hit  children,  in  the  midfl  of  If- 
•*  r^<f/."  And  in  like  manner  the  kings  of  all  Chriftian  nations 
fliould  be  limited  by  the  fame  ftatutes,  excepting  only  thofe  ftatutes  which 
were  merely  ceremonial  ox  temporary.  And  they  (hould  be  ftill  farther 
limited  by  the  more  T^eritd  ftatutes  of  the  Chriftian  revelation,  without 
being  allowed  the  leaft  power  of  WILL,  or  prerogative,  to  '^  turn  afide 
*'  from  the  commandment  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left ;"  that  the  decla- 
red purpofes  of  the  Gofpel  in  behalf  of  man  (viz.  *'  on  earth  peace 
**  good  ivill  tctvards  men'''' )  may  be  effeSiuaUy  eftahifhed^  and  that  the 
■WILL  of  cur  heavenly  Father  (which  is  always  righteoufnefs  and  peace) 
may  "  I'e  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  5"  for  that  is  the  tiue  effeil 
of  the  approaching  kingdom  of  God  on  ea'th,  which  all  Chriftians  are 
taught  to  promote  by  their  daily  prayers.  But  the  princes  of  the 
world  (ijnder  the  influence  cf  our  fplritual  enemy,  the  dragon,  which 
hath  given  power  to  the  bejft)  do  openly  oppofe  the  c^f/?;/^/  cft-a- 
blifliment  of  G(5J'j  kingdom  on  earthy  by  impioufly  claiming  to  them- 
ielves  a  royal  prerogative  to  make  war  or  peace  without  the  advice  and 
afTent  of  the  people,  or  congregation  ;  which  is  manifeftly  to  '*  lift 

**    up   THEIR   HEARTS   ABOVE   THEIR   BRETHREN,"     and    of  COUrfe 

*•  the  earth  is'"'  (once  more)  ^'  filed  ivith 'violence,''''  (fee  p.  7.)  whereby 
the  rsjfl/.promotcrs  of  it  are  rendered  dreadfully  obnoxious  to  the  ven- 
geance 
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obedience  on  all  occaiions ;    whereby  the 
jlunding   armies  of  all  nations  are  con- 

ftantly 

**  njen  from  the  forts  of  men.,  and  his  heart  luas  made  like 
*«  /y&^  BEASTS,"  (a  notable  inllance  of  God's  vengeance 
againft  ihe  belluina  potejias  of  royal  <i>jill  and  pleafure,) 
*'  and  his  divelling  ivas  nvith  the  wild  asses,"  l^c, 
(Dan.  V.  19,  20,  ^c.)  By  this  very  exa?nple  did  the 
holy  prophet  reprove  a  wicked  and  unbridled  defcendant 
of  the  fame  monarch,  juft  before  the  total  difTolution 
of  his  empire,  as  he  had  alfo  previoafly  warned  the 
royal  ancellor  himfelf,  to  **  break  off  his  fns  by  rich- 
<*  TEOUSNESS,"  i^c.  which  would  have  efFedually 
reftored  due  limitations  to  \ns  gov txtimQViX.t  and  dellroyed 
the  baneful  '*  belluina  potejias'''  which    cccafioned    the 

warning ; 

geance  and  retribution  of  the  Almighty,  when  his  approaching  kingdom 
ft  a  11  come  *'  to  defiroy  the  deflroyen  of  the  earth'. "  —  CJa^^&Et^aJ  Ta?  oicf 
(^^i\^ov'9a,<;  Triv  yr,v    Rev.  xi.  j8. — But,  if  kings  would  ce  contented 
to  govern  with  /^^a/ authority,  (i.  e.  authority  du^y  limited  by  \ht  unin- 
fluenced reprefentation  of  each  nation,  or  people,   freely  and  equally  e- 
lefted  for  fv^ry /^OH  of  each  national  council,)    and  would,  after  the 
example  of  king  Canute,  magnanimoufly  rely  (under  God)  on  their  na- 
tional hoftsof  free  armcv-j   citizens,  (inftead  of  ftanding  armies,)  for  the 
fecurity  of  their  croivns,  they  would  ftand  clear  of  the  heavy  judgements 
(denounced  againft  the  body  of  the  beafi,   and  would  have  no  caufe  to  fear 
the  approaching  kingdom  of  God,  nor  the  irrefiftible  ftroke  by  which  it 
will  break  inpieces  the  v;hole  image  of  tyranny,  and  "  cut  offallthchorns  * 
(or  crowns)  '*  ef  the  wicked'^  (Pfa.  Ixxv.  6,  and  Ixxvi.  12)  :  for  legai 
kings  are  efFedtually   fecured   by   the  fcripture    promifes  in  favour  of 
EIGHTEOUSNESS, — viz.  that  '<  the  horns''^  (or  rather crcwKs^  ''ofmR 
*'  YLicmY.ovi  Jhall  be  exalted"'  {VfiAxxv.  d)'.   fo  that  they  may  truly 
hope  to  reign  loitb  the  jtif},   when   "  the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and  the 
<*  greatnefs  of  tbe  kingdom  UNDER  the    m'HOLE  heaven,  /hall  be  gir- 
♦«  ven  to  tbe  people  of  tbe  faints  of  the  Mofi  High"  Sec,     Dan.  vii.  Z], 
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ftantly  and  regularly  the  tools  of  defpo- 
tifm,  and  the  bane  of  all  good  and  limi- 
ted government. 


warning ;  but  the  counfel  was  negleded,  and,  of  courfe, 
the  monarch  was  humbled,  and  his  empire  ruined!  for 
then  were  the  <wtngs  of  the  beast  of  Babylon  plucked, 
end  his  dominion  taken  anvay,     (Dan.  vii.  4,) 

Ahfolute  ^ill  was  alfo  the  effential  property  of  the 
fucceeding  empire,  or  t\iQ  fecond  beaji  i  njiz,  the  Medo- 
Perliaiv  monarchy,  defcribed  elfewhere  under  the  figure 
of  an  impetuous  ramy  which  pufhed  weftward,  and 
northward,  and  fouthward,  **  fo  that  «o  beasts  might 
**  Jiand  before  him,  neither  fivas  there  any)  that  could 
**  deliver  out  of  his  hand,  hut*''  (the  prophet  now  adds 
the  principal  beftiaU  or  brutaly  mark)  '*  he  did  ac- 
**  CORDING  TO  HIS  WILL,  and  became  great ,^^  (Dan. 
viii.  4.)  For,  after  the  Periian  monarchs  had  once  ac- 
quired the  baneful  "  belhdnapotejias,''*  by  the  ellablifh- 
mentoffanding  armies  in  every  province,  even  theonce- 
boafted  latvs  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians  became  as 
vague  and  uncertain  as  the  royal  nvill  and  pleafure  to 
which  they  were,  of  courfe,  fubjeded,  howfoever  un- 
changeable  they  might  have  been  reputed  in  the  com- 
jncncement  of  that  empire. 

Neither  was  the  third  beajl  (the  cruel  four-headed  fy- 
ing  leopard  of  the  Grecian  empire)  without  the  fame 
charafterillical  mark  of  ahfolute  nvilly  though  it  is  not 
expresily  annexed  to  Daniel's  defcription  of  that  com- 
pound of  Tyranny  in  his  feventh  chapter;  but,  in  the 
farther  defcription  of  the  Grecian  empire,  (chap.  xi. 
f,   3.)  the  fame  ^wilful  0:  unlimited  dominion  is  clearly 

foretold  ; 
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A  national  militia^    therefore,    ought 
to  be  conftituted   upon  principles  as  op- 

I  polite 

foretold;  **  A  mighty  king  Jhall Jl and  up,  that  Jh all  rule 
•*  ijijith  great  dominion^^^  (and  then  follows  the  mark  of 
the  beall,)   **  and  Jhall  do  according  to  his  WILL." 

The  king,  mentioned  in  the  36th  verfe,  that  **  Jhall 
**  do  according  to  hisWlhh,  and  exalt  himfelf,  and  magnify 
**  jhimfelf  above  e'very  God,**  is  generally  underftood  to 
<lenote  xkit fourth  atid  laji  heajiy  or  empire,  which  Jiill  ex^ 
ijis;  being  that  moft  noxious  and  tremendous  beaft  with 
iron  teethy  (defcribed  in  Dan.  vii.  21.)  "  'which  de^vour^ 
**  edy  brake  in  pieces,  and  Jiamped  the  rejidue  under  his 
*' feet;'*  /.  e*  in  the  moft  violent  and  beajilike  manner, 
which  is  plainly  to  '*  do  according  to  his  WILL !"  We 
fee  then  how  aptly  unlimited  command,  or  merum  impe- 
rium,  is  exprefTed  by  the  term,  **  belluina  potejlas," 

The  unlimited  <will  of  a  king  is  fo  great  an  abomina- 
tion in  the  eye  of  ihe  Englijh  Commcn-laiv,  that  the  ex- 
ercife  of  it  in  this  country  is  declared  to  be  an  effeftual 
difqualification  or  abafemen:  from  the  regal  dignity, 
*•'  for  there  is  no  king,  ivhere  will  governs,  and  not 
**  laav.^' — **  Non  enlm  ejl  rex,  ubi  dominatur  voluntas, 
"  et  non  Itx**     (Braft.  lib.  i.  c.  8.) 

A  king  of  England  ceafes  to  b^  king,  when  he  ceafes 
to  be  limited  by  the  LAW  ;  for  it  is  a  rule  of  the  com- 
mon-law, that  "  a  ki?tg  can  do  nothing**  (i*  e,  by  virtue 
of  his  office)  **on  earth,  niohile  he  is  the  minijier  and  vicar 
«'  of  God,  except  that  alone  which  BY  law  he  may,** — 
**  Nihil  enim  poteji  rex  in  terris,**  &c.  **  niji  id  folum  quod 
*^  de  JURE  potejl**  &c.  (See  the  note  in  pages  21 
and  22.)      And,  therefore,  when  the   law  is  fufpend- 

ed. 
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poGteto  thofe  oi  Jlanding  arjnies  as  pof- 
fiblej    and    no    rules    or  arrangements 

whatever, 

edy  or  fet  a  fide,  (which  is  the  higheft  and  moft  bane- 
ful injujitcej  the  king's  power  ceafes  to  be  "  dejure,^^ 
for,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  he  is  efteemed  **  Minijier  di- 
'*  aboHy  dum  declinet  ad  injuriam-,''^  (o  that  he  and  his 
minifters  reduce  themfelves  thereby  to  the  common  level 
of  all  other  bad  men  ;  and  whatfoever  po'voer,  or  force, 
in  that  cafe,  they  may  be  able  to  exert,  has  no  better 
foundation  than  the  temporary  power  of  banditti, 
which  may  be  lawfully  and  confcientioufly  refilled  by 
all  men. 

A  king  of  England,  therefore,  though  he  is  fupreme 
(or  fo'vereign)  in  perfonal  dignity  and  rank,    yet  he  is 
pot  fo  in  will  and  power;  becaufe,  in  thefe,  the  law  (to 
avoid  the  belluina  potejias  of  abfolute  monarchy)  requires 
that  he  fhjould  be  duly  limitedhy  the  people:  a  neceffary 
dillinftion  this,  refpeding  fupremacy,  of  which  the  un- 
fortunate K.  Cha.  I.  feems  not  to  have  been  aware,  or 
he  would  not,  with  his    dying  breath,  have  denied  the 
people's  right  to  dijhare  in  the  go^vernmenti  faying,—**  It 
*'  is    not  for  having  Jhare   in  government y  fir',    that   is 
*  *  nothing  pertaining  to  them ;   afuhje6i  and  «sovERBiGlsr 
**  are  char  different  things,''''  l^c,  —  and  fo  they  certainly 
are,  with  refpe£l  to  perfonal  dignity,  or  rank,  when  com- 
pared as  individuals',  and  yet  t\iQ  fovereignty,  or  fupreme 
pcnjoer,  belongs  of  right  to  the  people,  i.e.  to  the  ma- 
jority of  them,  or  to  the  majority  of  their  duly-ele£led 
reprefentatives.     **  And  therefore*^    (we  may  fay  with 
that  learned  cafuift,  Bp  Taylor,  in  his  Dudlor  Dubi- 
tantium,  lib. iii.  c.  iii.  rule  I,  p.  522.)   *^  it  is  but  a 

'*  fweak 


(     67     ) 

whatever,  that  may  tend  to  detach  men 
from  their  ordinary  callings  and  employ- 

I  2  ments* 


*^  nueak  and  ufehfs  difiindlon,  ^when  *ive  /peak  of  kings  and 
*^  princes,    (by  them  meaning  the   SUPREME  power,)  to 
*^  Jay  that fome are  ABSOLUTE,yo/«^  arehiuiTETtin  their 
^^  poiver." — That  is,  the  diftindtion  is  weak  and  ufelefs 
onjy  when  we  mean  to  fpeak  of  t\iQ  fupretne  po^er  :  this 
is    clearly  the  bifhop's  meaning,  as  the  following  con- 
text will  fhew;  for  otherwife  the  diftindion  to  be  made 
between  ahfolute  and  limited  "  kings  and  princes*^  is  fo  far 
from  being  ^vjeak  and  ufehfs,  that  it  is  ihe  neceffary  and 
proper  criterion  between  the  illegal  and  legal  dominion  of 
kings ;  the //w/Vf^/alone  being /^^«/  in  this  kingdom.  **For 
**  (the  bifiiop  adds)  it  is  true  that  fome  princes  arefo^'{\.e, 
are  limited  in  their  po^duerj ;  *'  Sut  then  (fays  he)  they 
•'  flr(?N0T/,'^f  suPREME/c/ov^r."  (This  is  diredly  to  the 
point  in  queftion ;  and  he  adds  a  farther  illuftration  of  it:) 
"  //  is  a  contradidion  (fays  he)  to  fay  that  the  supreme 
•'power,    is   limited  or  refrained;  for  that  n,vhich  re- 
**  STRAINS  /'/  is  superior  to  it,  and  therefore  the  other 
**  ;■/  NOT  SUPREME."     That  a  king  ought  not  to  have 
the  fufreme  pon.ver  is  clearly  laid  down  by  the  befl  wri- 
ters on  the   Englifli  Ccmfnon  La=w;    and  particularly  by 
Judge  Bradlon,  one  of  the  moH  ancient  as  well  as  the 
moil  refpeftable   authorities.     *'  Rex  fuh  Deo  et  Lege, 
*  Rex  habet  superiorem,    Deum,  (fcilicet,)  item  Le- 
gem, per  q'.am  faiius  ejl  rex;   item  curiam    suaMj 
•*  'y/s.  comitcs,  barones*^  &c.  Bradl,  lib.  2.  c.  xvi.  p.  34. 
**  Lex  frasnam  ef  potentia,^^  &c. 

That  fuch   a  power  of  restraint  is  vefted  in  the 
!LAW,   as  well  as    in  the  legislators   of  thh  limited 

monarchy. 


t 
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ments,    as  free  citizens^  ought,  on  any 
account,  to  be  admitted. 

The 

monarchy,  is  clearly  proved  by  Mr.  Acherley,  in  his 
book  on  free  parliaments.     He  argues  from  the  words 
of  the  original  nvrits  offummons  to  parliament,  —  that  the 
determining  or  dccifi-veponjoer,  demanded  by  the  faid  writs, 
(ad  faciendum  ea,  i.  e.^the  infuperable  and  urgent  bufi- 
neffes  for  which  the  parliament  is  called,)    is  deri'ved 
from  the  people,  and  is  independent ',    and  his  inference  is 
good ;   and  he  gives  a  remarkable  indance  of  this  inde- 
pendent ponjoer  of  the  people,    which  is  their  anfwer  to  the 
pope  refpedling  the  baniftiment  of  Adomar,  Bp  of  Win- 
chefter,  in  1258.  Ann.  43.  Hen.  3.  Viz.   "  Sidominus 
*  *  rex  et  regni  majores  hoc  vellent,  communitas  tamen 
'*  ipfius  (Adomar)  ingreffum  in  Angliam  jam  nullatenus 
**  fuftineret."   "  That,  if  the  king  and  lords  would  do 
"  this  thing,  (meaning,if  they  would^evoke  the  banifh- 
**  ment,)  yet  the  commons  would  not  suffer  or  hear 
"  ^<3(5w«r'j  refidence  in  England."  *'  And  the  commons 
'*  caufed  their  fpeaker,  Petrus  de  Montford,  *  ^-vice  totius 
*'  communitatis,*  to  fign,  and  he  did  lign,  this  anfwer.** 
P.  9. 

From  this  example,  therefore,  as  well  as  from  a  great 
multitude  of  other  inftances  of  the  power  of  the  Englijh 
commons,  it  is  manifeft  that  there  is  no  fupreme  ponver  in 
England  without  the  concurrence  and  affent  of  the peo* 
pie:  not  2ige?ieral afent,  once  for  all,  to  throw  the  fupre- 
macy  into  other  hands,  but  an  efpecial  afjlnt  for  every 
new  circumflance  that  may  be  liable  to  affeft  their  in- 
tereft.  For  which  caufe,  alfo,  parliaments  ought  (indif- 
penfably)  to  be  newly  eleded  euery  fefjlon,  according  to 

ancient 
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The  City-Militia,  even  upon  its  pre- 
fent  eftablifbment,  was  always  refpeda- 
ble,  when  real  fervice  was  wanted. 

ancient  ufage,  i.  e.  *■'  e'very  year  once,  and  more  often  if  need 
"  ie" ;  and  that  in  as  equal  a  proportion  oi  reprefentation 
as  poflible ;  becaufe,  the  more  equitable  in  this  point  it 
is  made,  the  more  conducive  it  will  furely  be  to  the 
happinefs  and  true  permanent  interell  both  of  king  and 
people. 

But  if,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  modern  inno'vations  of 
triennial  2iTid  feptennial  eledlions,  redudion  of  the  right 
of  voting,   venality  of  almoft  depopulated    boroughs 
^f.  the  fupreme  power  fhould  be  gradually  corrupted 
it  muft  become  a  fupreme  evil  to  the  deftrudlion  oigocd 
government  and  peace  /  for,  in  fuch  a  corrupted  ftate, 
nothing  can  thrive    under  it  hwijianding  armies,  and 
that  which  always  regularly  attends  their  eftablifhment 
throughout  all  the  branches  of  the  fourth,  or  Roman, 
tyranny,  I  mean  the   belluina  potejlas  of  imperial  luill 
and   command,  againft  which  the  vengeance  of  the  Al- 
mighty is  clearly  denounced  ;  fo  that  thofe  perfons, 
who  yield  themfelves  inftruments  to  promote  either  the 
one  or  the  other,  are  guilty  of  the  groffeft   impiety  ! 
A  free  militia,  therefore,  is  the  only  juft  and  legal 
means  of  internal  national  defence. 
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REMARKS 

CONCERNING     THE 

Militia    Laws 

FOR     THE 

CITY  of  LONDON. 

(Written  in  June,   1780.) 


BY  the  prefent  commiflion  of  lieu- 
tenancy for  the  city  of  London,  it 
feems  to  be  underftood,  that  the  lieute- 
nants are  impowered  to  adt  by  virtue  of 
two  ftatutes,  wherein  the  city-rights  are 
exprefsly  referved,  though,  with  refpeft 
to  the  reft  of  the  kingdom y  thefe  adls  have 
been  long  fince  fuperfeded  by  other  m-li- 
tia  laws,  which  extend  not  to  the  city  of 
London.  The  two  ftatutes  cited  in  the 
commiflion  are,  ift,  the  13th  and  14th 

K  Cha,  n. 
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Cha.  II.  and  2dly5  the  iftGeo.  I.  c.  14. 
If  thefe  afts  are  carefully  examined,  it 
will  appear  that  the  citizens  have  been 
happily  fecured  in  their  antient  common 

Azie^r/^y^/of  ARRAYING  and  MUSTERING 

for  the  defence  of  the  city  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  king's  peace :  fo  that,  in 
this,  as  well  as  in  their  referved  rights 
of  choofing  their  ov/njuftices^  orconfer- 
vators  of  the  peace  ;  (viz.  the  aldermen  ;) 
their  own  yI6^r/^} ;  and  all  other  public 
officers ;  the  annual  eleBion  of  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  the  common-council  [th^^^  com-' 
*'  mune  conciUuni\  or  parliament)  of  their 
city,  with  the  right  of  convening  the  fame, 
as  well  as  their  great  general  councils^  or 
county  courts,  (called  in  laon^o'Ci  common 
^^//f,j  whenever  they  think  proper,&c.&c. 
In  thefe  referved  rights,  I  fay,  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  London,  wehaveunqueftionable 
tviitnctoi  i\\Q  antient  E72glijl:}  ccnjlifution-y 
theconftitutionof  this  city  being  (with  ve- 
ry few  exceptions)  an  epitome  or  model  of 

the 
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the  antient  political  rights  of  the  whole 
kingdom  j  fo  that  the  whole  kingdom 
are  really  interefted  in  preferving  to  the 
citizens  of  London  thefe  lajl  remains  of 
old  Englifli  privileges,  as  authentic  docu- 
ments of  their  anceftors  rights  and  of 
their  own juft  claims,  whenever  they  (hall 
have  virtue  enough  to  demand  a  new 
election  of  their  reprefentatives  "  every 
**  year  once''  at  leaft,  and  "  more  of- 
*'  ten  if  need  be,'  according  to  ancient 
ufage  confirmed  by  ftatutes. 

The  times  of  mufter  and  exercife  (as 
limited  by  the  adl  of  13th  and  14th  of 
Cha.  II.  c.  3.)  are  too  few  to  produce  a 
Jiifficient  difcipUne-y  viz.  '*  The  general 
"  mufter  and  exercife  of  regiments'  (to  be) 
**  not  above  one E  a  year;'*  and  *^  the 
t*  training  and  exercifing  of  Jingle  compa- 
*'  niesy  not  above,  four  times  a  year, 
"  unlefs  fpecial  dire 51  ions  be  givm  by  his 
**  majefly^  or  his  privy  council -y'  and 
l^  thatfuchfngle  companies  and  troops  Jhall 

K  2  "  not 
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**  not  at  any  one  time  be  continued  in  exer^ 
*^  cife  above  the /pace  of  two  days^'  (fecS. 
21.)  and  ^^  that  at  a  general  mufter  and 
*'  exercife  of  regiment s^  no  officer  or  fol- 
*'  dierjl:)all be coi^sTKAm^jy  tojiay a^ove 
*^  FOUR  DAYS  together  from  thtir  refpec^ 
*«  tive  habit aticm,''  (§.  21  )   But  though 
the  city  militia,  by  exerciiingy^^^r  times  in 
a year^  could  not  acquire  a  fufficitnt  difci- 
pline  to  juft.fy  their  tii\Q  of  trained  bands, 
yet  even  this  limited  traini?2g  would  have 
rendered  their  annual  muftt^rs  lefs  con- 
temptible and  ludicrous  j  for  they  never 
ought  to  be  drawn  out  in  a  general  mufter 
without  fome  previous  training  *  in  compa- 
nies. 

*  To  the  improvident  omiiTion  of  this  pre^uious  train- 
ing, together  with  the  impolitic  demolition  of  the 
city  gates  and  'walls ,  may  be  attributed  the  fatal  effefts 
of  the  late  tumults ;  for  the  progrefs  of  the  rioters 
might  otherwife,  certainly,  have  been  excluded  from 
the  city  ;  as  the  armed  citizens  upon  the  gates  and  at 
the  pofterns,  even  with  onh  four  times  training,  would 
have  been  enabled  to  fire  with  effedl  on  all  perfons  that 
Ihould  attempt  to  force  or  break  the  gates ;  and  fuch 

an 
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nies.     But  this  limitation  q{  mufters  and 
times  of  training  i?  to  be  conlidered  only 
as  a  bar  to  involuntary  mujlers -y  left  (for- 
merly the  kingdom,  but  a^  prefent  only) 
the  citizens  of  London,  over  whom  the 
a<ft  is  fuppofed  to  be  ftiU  in  force,  fhould 
be  too  much  burdened  by  militia  mujlers^ 
fo  that  citizens  may  certainly  claim  the 
limitation^  to  prevent  abufes,  v^henever 
they   have  any  juft  caufe  of  complaint; 
as  all  laws  are  to  be  conftrued  \x\  favour 
of  lib  rtyj    *'  Anglice  jura^  in  omni  cafu^ 
LiBERTATi  dant favorem.'  (Fortefcuc 
de  laudibusVg.  Ang.  c.  41.)   But  if  citi- 
zens are  willing  to  be  well  difciplined, 
and  fhall  ^^r^^  with  the  king's  lieutenants 
to  hold  more  frequent  mujiers^  and  to  ap- 
point weekly  times  of  trainings  or  more 

often, 

an  attempt  to  break  a  city  gate  or  barrier,  howfoever 
flight,  immediately  juftifies  a  difcharge  of  mufquetry 
and  the  ufe  of  the  bayonet,  even  ly  pri'vate  citizens^ 
without  waiting  for  the  command  of  the  ci<vil  magijirate, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  every  man  may  defend  his  own 
houfe. 
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often,  this  aft  does  not  feem  intended 
to  prevent  it ;  for  it  ordains  no  penalties 
for  7nore  frequent  training ;  and  it  con- 
tains an  exprefs  claufe  for  the  militia  of 
the  city  of  London,  which  affords  ample 
authority  for  a  complete  training  of  the  city 
militia^  as  well  as  of  all  military  ajjocia- 
tions  of  citizens  under  the  title  of  voLUN- 
TEERsand  auxiliaries. 

The  authority,  I  fpeak  of,  is  contained 
in  the  27th  fedlion,  and  in  a  commiffion 
of  king  Charles  the  2d,  to  which  that  fec- 
tion  exprefsly  refers,  viz.  "  Provided  aU 
*^  ijoays^  and  be  it  enadiedy  by  the  authority 
*^  aforefaidy  that  his  majejiys  lieutenantSy 
**  that  are  or  fhallhe  commiljionedfor  the 
*'  militia  of  the  city  ^London,  may 
**  andfhall  continue  to  lifl  and  levy  the 
"  trained  bands  and  auxiliaries  of  the  f aid 
**  city^  as  to  number  and  quality  oftheper^ 
*^  fcnSy  in  such  manner  as  was  ufed  in 
**  forming  the  prefent  forces  now  raifed  by 

**  his  majtflys  commifjion^  &c." 

See 
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See  a  copy  of  the  commiffion  in  p.  46^ 
of  **  An  enquiry  into  the  ft  ate  of  the  mili^ 
^^  tia^    Printed  in  1779. 

This  ACT  of  13  and  14  Charles  II. 
was  made  in  May,  i66ij  zxid^the  king's 
COMMISSION,  thereby  authenticated, 
was  dated  the  3d  OcS.  in  the  preceding 
year. 

The  manner  of  liftingy  levying^  &cc. 
here  referred  to,  was  mod  probably  the 
old  cuftomary  mode  of  raifing  and  training 
the  city  militia^  becaufe  the  words,  ^^Jhall 
"  CONTINUE  to  lift  and  levy  y''  do  eftabliiTi 
ihtordijiaryufage,  whatever  it  was,  when 
the  train-bands  were  the?i  laft  raifed  by 
the  king's  commiffion;  and  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  latter  which  denotes  any  dif- 
ference in  the  manner  of  liftings  levying^ 
&c.  from  what  was  cuftomary  in  prece- 
ding times,  except  the  circumftance  of 
being  *'  by  his  ?najeftys  commijjion :''  and 
the  commiffion  itfelf,  being  recognized 
by  the  aft,  and  thereby  confirmed  to  the 

CITY 
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CITY  OF  London,  may  now  be  confi- 
dered  as  an  cftablifhed  record  of  the  mili- 
tary powers  with  whxh  the  citizens  are 
aflually  inverted  -,  efpecially  as  the  adl, 
which  refers  to  it,  is  cited  in  the  very  laft 
commiffion  granted  by  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty  to  the  lieutenancy  of  London. 

By  this  authenticated  injlrument^  the 
city  lieutenants  have  power,  ^^ from  time 
**  to  time,  to  levy  and  call  together^  re^ 
"  ceive  and  entertain^  all  and  Jingular 
*'  our  fuhjeBsy  both  volunteers  and 
•'  others,"  (which  may  include  and 
give  authority  to  all  ward  ajfociatiom  and 
other  voluntary  aflbciations  of  citizens  for 
common  defence,)  ''  of  whafejlatfy  de» 
.*'  gree^  or  dignity ^  they^  or  any  ofthe?n, 
*'  bcy  dwelling  or  inhabiting  within  our 
**  faid  city  and  the  fuburbs  and  liberties 
*'  thereof"  &c.  ^^  and  the?n  to  try,  ar- 
*^  ray,^Wput  inreadiness,"  (which 
neceflarily  includes  training,  without 
any  limitation  oi  the  times  of  meeting  for 

that 
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that  purpofe  5)  "  and  them  alfo,  and  every 
*'  of  them y  after  the  ir  abilities,  degrees^  and 
*'  faculties y  well  and  fnfficiently  to  caiife  to 
*^  be  armed  and  weaponed,  and  to  take  the 
*^  mujler  of  them  YROMTiM'E  TO  TiME^'' 
(here  again  is  no  limitation  of  the  time 
or  times  of  mujler  nor  of  place,)  "  in 
**  PLACES  moji  meet  for  that  purpofe  ^  after 
^^  your  good difcretion,  &c." 

Thus,  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  27th 
fedion  of  the  adl  of  13  and  14  Cha.  II. 
c.  3*  refers  to  the  ancient  mode  of  array- 
ing the  city  militia  according  to  the  ufage 
of  that  time,  as  performed  under  the 
king's  commiffion,  (which  I  think  cannot 
be  denied,)  the  faid  commiffion  (as  far 
as  it  will  bear  a  /fg-^/conftrudion*)  is 
certainly  authenticated  by  this  ad: ;  and 
the  powers  therein  flated,  of  "  arraying 

L  ''  and 

*  Some  expreflions  in  the  commiffion  require  a  more 
limited  conJiruSiion :  I  fpeak  only  of  what  is  therein  men- 
tioned of  martial  laiv;  but,  in  every  other  point,  the 
terms  feem  to  be  juft,  unexceptionable,  and  free  from 
difficulty. 
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"  and  putting  in  readinefs'*  (or  training) 
**  both  hotfs  and  foot  ^  without  limitation  of 
**  times  or  places^*  are  referved  to  the  city 
lieutenancy  in  fuch  unambiguous  terms, 
that  there  can  htno  nredofanynew  Jlatute 
for  dijdpl  ning  citizens  of  London  \  the 
prefent  refcrved  powers  being  amply  fuf- 
ficient  for  tha'  p'jrpofe ;  provided  that 
the  inhabitants  ihemfelves  are  willing  to 
afibciate  ether  as  ^^  volunteers  and  auxilia^ 
"  ries^''  or  to  give  up  a  fufficient  portion 
of  thei'-  time  for  training  under  the  efta- 
biifli  d  militia  officers,  as  the  proper 
trrin  d  hands  of  this  city.  And,  with  re- 
fp^dt  to  both  thefe  circumftances,  it  ap- 
ptars  that  the  citizens  of  London,  in  ge- 
nei  J,  ate  very  well  inclined  (as  they  ever 
isoere)  to  yield  their  beft  fervices  for  the 
public  fafety. 

All  THE  CITY  ASSOCIATIONS,  there- 
fore, while  they  aft  under  the  controul 
of  the  Lord  mayor,  ih^fieriffsy  and  other 
civil  magijlrates  of  the  city,  and  the  reft 

of 
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of  the  court  of  lieutenancy y  are  certainly 

"    VOLUNTEERS  OR    AUXILIARIES,'*    le- 
gally   authorized  by   that  authenticated 
commiffion    and  the  ancient  rights  and 
cuftorns  of  the  citizens  of  London. 
/  By  the  general  militia  a<5t  of  {  Geo.  I. 
c.  14.  cited  in  the  prefent  commifTion  of 
lieutenancy,    the  ancient    rights  of  the 
London  militia  areexprefs)v  r^rfervi-d, 
(fee  the  8th  fedion,)  *' provided,  neverthe* 
"  lefsy  that  nothing,  in  this  a5i  contained^ 
^*  Jl^all  extend  to  take  away    any  right  of 
/'  the  lieutenants  cfthe  city  of  LON  DON, 
*'  of  ajjejjingy  levying,  and  colleBingy  of  all 
**  rates  and  affe^ments  upon  the  inhabitants 
"  of  the  f aid  city  and  the  llb'rties  thereof 
"  cr  ANY   OTHER  RIGHT   OR 
**  POWER,   which  is  now  vefled  in  the 
"  lieutenants  of  the f aid  city  by  any  former 
"  aB  or  aBs  of  parliament  J* 

This  undoubtedly  confirms  the  former 
aft,  and  the  king's  commiilion  to  which 

L  2  it 
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it  refers,  as  far  as  the  rights  and  powers  of 
the  CITY  MILITIA  are  concerned. 

Alfo  by  an  adt  of  30  Geo.  II.  the  lieU'- 
tenants  ^'for  the  militia  cf  London  may  and 
"  Jliall  CONTINUE  to  Hfi  and  levy  the 

*'    TRAINED   BANDS     ^77^/ AUXILIARIES 

"  of  the  faid  city  in  inanner  as  heretofore  -y* 
manifeftly  referring  to  their  ancient  rights 
and  cuftoms.  The  fame  claufe  was  in- 
ferted  alfo  in  the  militia  adt  of  2  Geo.  3. 


c.  20*, 


Thus 


*  This  a£l,  of  the  2d  Geo.  III.  confifts  o^  one  hundred 
and  forty -eight  claiifes^  which  might  feem  to  be  fuffi- 
ciently  <volumincus  and  complicated,  without  farther  en- 
largement; yet,  fo  great  has  been  the  rage  of  ad-making 
upon  this  fubjed,  that  the  militia-laws  have  fince  had 
additions  or  alterations  in  no  lefs  l\icix\  fxteen  other  ads 
of  parliament  ;  and  the  number  of  afts,  refpedling  the 
miliiia,  that  have  paffed  fince  the  2d  Geo.  III.  amounts 
in  all  to  tnventy  one. 

The  effed  of  this  complicated  mafs  of  la'w,  {if  /aw  it 
may  be  called,)  on  the  people's  rights  and  welfare,  is 
foably  fet  forth  by  Mr.  Pennant,  in  his  '*  Free  Thoughts 
"  OK  Militia- Lanjfjs,^^  and  by  the  very  ingenions  author 
of  '*  An  EJfay  on  defeufinje  War  and  conjiitutional  Militia,^*'' 

that 
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Thus  the  prefent  powers  of  the  city 
lieutenancy  feem  amply  fufBcient  to  au- 
thorize, not  only  the  training  of  the  city 
militia,  but  likewife  the  adopting  and 
including  all  the  associations  of 
ciTizEn^miht  legal  army  ov  hosts  of 
this  great  city,  as  **  volunteers  or 
**  auxiliaries/'  agreeable  to  the ftatutes 
and  king's  commiffion,  while  they  adl 
under  the  controul  of  the  city  magiftrates 
to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  city. 

But 

that  it  needs  no  farther  explication.  I  may  add,  how- 
ever, that  the  fatal  encroachments,  and  changes  for  the. 
worfe,  that  have  been  made  on  the  national  militia,  ve- 
ry clearly  demonftrate  the  extreme  danger  of  departing 
from  ancient  condif  utional  ufages. 

Nothing  could  be  more  plain  and  eafy  than  the  an- 
cient mode  of  ajfociating  the  people  by  decenaries,  under 
freely- eleiled decurionSf  ok  tithing- men,  in  their  refpe6live 
hundreds ;  which  was  amply  competent  to  all  the  ne- 
ceffary  purpofes  of  mutual  defence,  for  the  due  execu- 
tion of  allya/?  and  equal  laws,  and  for  the  fure  mainte-« 
nance  of  the  public  peace  :  a  brief  account  of  which  I 
propofe  to  extrad  from  the  ancient  laws,  and  annex  it 
as  an  Appendix  to  this  book. 
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But  care  fliould  be  taken  that  fuch  pro^ 
per  times  of  training  be  appointed  for  the 
lower  claffes  of  people,  after  the  ufual 
hours  of  labour y  and  with  fuch  limitation 
as  may  render  the  training  neither  irk- 
fome  nor  expenlive:  and  alfo  that  the  at- 
ten.iance  on  aftual  fervice  of  watch  and 
ward  may  be  fo  equally  divided  among 
the  inhabitants  in  general^  by  the  regular 
rotations  of  a  well-proportioned  rofter  in 
each  ward,  that  no  individual  may  be 
detained  fo  long  in  military  duty  as  to  be 
V[\]\JiVQimh\s  civil  capacity y  by  a  negledl 
of  his  ordinary  occupation  ;  lefl,  from  an 
armed  citizen,  he  fhould  be  unwarily  re- 
duced to  a  mere  mercenary  foldier  ',  which 
muft  neceffarily  be  the  cafe,  whenever 
the  lower  ranks  of  people,  who  depend 
on  their  own  induftry  and  labour,  are 
withdrawn  (as  in  the  piefent  eftablifli- 
ment  of  militia  for  the  counties)  from 
their  ufual  employments,  connedlions, 
and  families,  even  for  3  years  together  ! 

Such 
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Such  a  plan  i?  evidently  deftruftive  to  the 
poor  mrn:  for  the  very  utmoft  extent 
ofabfence,  that  a  tradefman,  artificer,  or 
labourer,  can  be  funpoled  to  fpare  from 
his  local  fituation  cf  employment,  v^ithout 
manifeft  inconven'ence  to  himfelf,  injury 
to  his  calling  and  connedlions,  and  confe- 
quent  danger  to  the  public,  is  the  period 
of  a  ^*  Jingle  month  in  aoiualfervice  by  rofa^ 
*'  tion:''  and  fo  much,  I  really  believe,  the 
cit'zens  of  London  would  moft  willingly 
give  up  to  the  public  fervice,  in  cafe  their 
affiftance  (hould  become  neceflary  in  any 
of  the  camps,  provided  they  were  fure 
of  being  relieved,  by  tie  rotation  of  their 
fellow-citizenSy  at  certain  ftated  periods, 
within  one  month  from  the  commence- 
ment of  fervice  by  each  individual. 


GRANVILLE  SHARP. 


Old  yeujry, 
June  9,   1780. 
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H         I         N 

OF        S    O    M    S 

GENERAL    PRINCIPLES, 

WHICH    MAY    BE    USEFUL    TO 

Military    Aflbciations. 


As  the  fole  purpofe  oi  Military  Af- 
fociations  is  to  fupport  the  Civil 
Magijtrate^  and  to  join  ^*  the  power  of  the 
**  counties'  when  legally  fummonedby 
flierifts,  &c.  for  common  defence y  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  that  each  aflbciated  company  be 
formed  upon  principles  as  oppofite  to 
thofe  of  Jlanding  armies  (valour  and 
good  difcipline  excepted)  as  can  poffibly 

bedevifed. 
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The  freedom  and  equal  natural  rights 

'of  individuals,  and  the  prefervation  of 
their  civil  capacity^  muft  therefore  be 
confidered  as  objeds  of  the  utmoft  impor- 
tance and  confideration  5  in  order  to 
which  the  freedom  of  ek£iion  in  the  ap- 
pointment oi  officer Sy  and  a  frequent  re- 
newal of  choice  therein,  are  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  be  maintained. 

Let  the  whole  corps  of  Aflbciators  in 
every  neighbourhood,  or  vicinage^  di- 
vide themfelves  into  fmall  bodies,  of  ten 
perfons  each,  in  their  refpedive  diftridts; 
and  let  each  ten,  or  decennary,  choofe 
from  among  themfelves  a  tithing-man^ 
or  ferjeant,  to  fuperintend  the  difcipline 
of  the  ten,  and  to  receive  and  communi- 
cate to  them  all  fummonfes  f i  om  the  Ci- 
vil Magiftrate,  or  orders  from  the  Com^ 
mittee  of  Afjociation^  and  to  tranfad  fuch 
other  bufinefs  as  the  nature  of  the  AJfoci* 
ation  may  require:  the  power  of  the  fer- 
jeants,  neverthelefs,  to  be  fubjed  to  the 

controul 
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cohtroul  of  a  majority  of  the  ten,  who 

choofe  them  refpedively ;  and  no  other 
military  officers  fhould  be  appointed,  ex- 
cept officers  of  Platoons  for  a  lingle  day ; 
viz.  when  the  corps  is  divided  into  Platoons 
forexercife  (agreeable  to  the  mode  recom- 
mended by  General  Bland,  p.  66):  at 
which  time  each  platoon  ought  to  choofe 
its  own  leader,  whofe  power  fliould  ceafc 
with  that  day's  exercife.  An  experienced 
perfon  muft,  however,  be  chofen  at  a  pre- 
vious general  meeting,  to  inftrucS  and  di- 
redl  the  corps  in  the  general  manoeuvres 
and  evolutions  of  the  field,  who  (hould, 
from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  Com^ 
manding'ojicer  of  the  day.  In  times  of 
adlual  fervice,  the  Lord-Mayor,  or  ei- 
ther of  the  fheriffs  that  are  prefent,  muft 
be  confidered  as  the  legal  commander  of 
the  alTociation. 

As  three  decennaries,  or  ferjeants  guards, 
win  be  the  proper  complement  for  a  pla^ 
toon,  fo  two  platoons,  or  fix  decennaries, 

(being 
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(being   fixty  men,)  will  be  a  convenient 

number  foe  a  company^  and  ten  fuch  com- 
panies a  fufficient  number  for  a  batialion^ 
or  ward  divifion ;  as  it  will  be  «qual  to 
two  townfliips  or  two  county  hundreds. 

There  fliould  be,  within  each  ward,  fe- 
veralplacesappointed  for  drilling,  or  teach- 
ing the  common  exercife  to  fmall  parties  j 
and  alfo  one  place,  more  fpacious,  for 
tbofe  that  are  become  expert  in  handling 
their  arms,  to  be  taught  the  platoon  eX" 
ercife^  to  form  themfelves  into  compa- 
nies, to  march,  wheel,  &€.  But,  if  a 
place  cannot  be  found  within  the  wardy 
fuffici^ntly  fpacious  for  fuch  a  general ex^ 
ercife  of  the  whole  body,  it  is  probable 
that  two  or  three  places  may  be  found 
therein  fufficient  for  the  exercife  oi  Jingle 
companies  yO^  at  leaft  oifingleplatoonsy  which 
fhould  be  appropriated  accordingly;  and 
none  of  thefe  places  of  exercife  fliould  be 
open  to  the  infpedlion  of  ftrangers,  as  it 
mull  be  irkfome  to  gentlemen  to  be  over- 
looked, 
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looked,  before  they  have  acquired  fome 
tolerable  knowledge  of  the  military  difci- 
pline.  One  place  of  general  rendezvous 
fliould  likewlfe  be  appointed  within  each 
wardy  for  the  neighbours  to  aflemble  in 
cafe  of  any  fudden  alarm. 

To  prevent  the  individuals  of  the  Aflb- 
ciation  from  being  injured  in  their  ^/^77 ca- 
pacity, care  muft  be  taken>  that  the  times 
of  drilling  and  private  exercife  be  appoint- 
ed both  before  and  after  the  ufual  hours 
of  labour^  and  that  aa  option  be  given  to 
the  learners  of  attending  either  at  xh^mor^ 
fdng  or  evening  exercife ^  as  ihall  be  moft 
convenient  to  themfel  ves,  that  no  man  may 
be  induced  to  negledl  or  injure  his  ordi- 
nary calling  or  ocmp^tion^  by  which  his 
irm/^/T^^aVy is  maintained:  and,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  the  times  of  public  exercife 
in  larger  bodies  fhould  not  be  rnore  fre* 
quent  than  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  ac- 
quiring 12:  moderate  and  ufeful  difcipline^ 
rather  than  a  critical  nicety  in  the  military 

manceuvresi 
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manoeuvres;  which  latter  would  take  up 

more  time  than  men  of  bufinefs  can  ufu- 
ally  fpare;  and  which  muft  finally  have 
the  bad  efFeft  of  tiring  out  many  of  the 
moft  ufeful  members  of  fociety:  and, 
therefore,  it  is  not  only  necelfary  to  re-)  ^ 
ftrain  the  too  great  frequency  of  fuch  meet- 
ings, but  alfo  the  duration  of  each  meet- 
ing, that  as  little  time  may  be  loft  to  the 
individuals  as  poffible;  and  that  thofe 
who  attend  may  not  incur  the  neceffity  of 
taking  any  refrejhment  whatfoever  while 
they  are  out  on  exercife^  or  \n  going  or  re^ 
turnings  which  would  otherwife  occa- 
fion  many  inconveniences  too  obvious  tO;  s 
be  mentioned,  befides  an  unneceffary  ex^ 
fence  to  individuals,  which  ought  cer-_ 
tainly  to  be  avoided  in  large  promifcuom 
fojcieties,  becaufe^// cannot  ^y«^/^  afford  ' 
it.  But,  if  any  man  has  acquired  fo  de-^ 
praved  an  appetite,  that  he  cannot  endure 
four  or  fix  hours  excrcife  (and  a  general 
review,  if  properly  conducted,  will  not 

require 
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require  more  time)  without  taking  food' 
vr  liquor y  he  ought  co  be  efteemed  totally 
unqualified  for  the  AfTociation,  till  he 
can  curehimfelf  of  fuch  2Xi  unmanly  and 
difgraccful  habit,  which  is  entirely  in- 
confiftent  with  the  military  duty  even  of 
a  citizen. 

Single  decennaries,  ^ngle  platoons,  or 
even  fingle  companies,  ihould  not  be  per- 
mitted to  march  into  the  country,  with 
their  arms  and  uniforms^  by  way  of  ex- 
ercife  or  amufement  to  the?nfelves,  without 
an  exprefs  leave,  given  by  a  general 
meeting  of  the  affociators,  nor  without 
due  caution  to  be  taken  for  preferving 
good  order,  by  the  attendance  of  a  fufE- 
cient  number  of  peace-officers,  to  prevent 
any  difputes  or  affrays  with  ftrangers, 
left  the  indifcretion  of  a  few  individuals 
of  the  corps,  on  fuch  an  excurfion, 
(hould  injure  the  reputation  of  the  whole 
body  of  aflbciators.  And  the  third  rule, 
given  by   a  very  ingenious  and  learned 

N  writer. 
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writer,  in  a  tfa£t,  entitled  *^  An  Inquiry 
•^  into  the  legal  Mode  cf  fupprejjing  Riots  y* 
{liould  be  Ariftlvobierved  ;  that  the  Af- 
fociation  fhould  '*  not^  unnecessarily, 
*^  march  through  Jlreets  or  highroads  nor 
"  make  any  Plje  leaft  yiiLiTA'KY  VAV.Av>'Ef 
"  hut  confider  themf elves  entirely  as  a  part 
^^  of  the  CIVIL  state/'  And  they 
ought  alfocarefully  toobierve  the  caution 
referred  to  by  his  fifth  rule,  refpeding 
the  \xitol arms  infupprejji-g  riots,  viz. 
'*  that  it  is  extremely  hazardous  for  pri* 
**  vate  perfons  to  proceed  to  thofe  extremi'^ 
**  ties  in  common  cafes i'  and  that  they 
fliculd  not  attend  to  any  private  perfon 
that  (hall  "  presume  to  rafe  the  power 
^'  of  the  county y  which  is  the  provirice  of 
**  the  feriff,  under  fieri ff'y  or  magiftratCy^ 
but  let  them  wait  for  a  legal  fiTmmons 
from  thofe  that  have  the  proper  authority, 
before  they  take  thtir  arms  to  aflift  in 
keeping  the  peace;    though  they  have 

certainly 
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certainly  a  right  to  dflemble  as  neighbour s^ 
without   their  armsy  to  confult,  and  ufe 
all  peaceable  endeavours  to  allay  or  pre- 
vent the  ill  confeauences  of  any  fuddea 
commotion  that  has  occafioned  an  alarm. 
By  the  conftitution  of  this  kingdom, 
as  well  as  by  many  exprefs  laws  ftill  in 
force,  apprentices y  wards y  and  indeed  lay^ 
meny    of  all  ranks   and  conditions y  from 
fifteen  to  fxty  years  of  age y  are  required 
to  have  armSy  and  be  duly  exercifedxw  the 
ufe  of  them,  for  the  national  defence.  (See 
p.  9-24.)  It  would  therefore  well  become 
"the  houfekeepers  of  every  ward,  and  par-; 
ticularly  thofe  who  are  members  of  any 
ward-affociation,  to  encourage  their  ap^^. 
frenticesy  fervantSy    and   dependents^    to 
learn   their   military  exercifey  (with  the 
common  militia- arms  belonging  to  each 
houfe,)  at  fuch  places  in  the  ward  as  may 
be  appointed  for  that  purpofe  j    the  exr 
pence  of  which  fhould  firfl  be  defrayed 

N  ?  by 
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by  the  refpedive  wu^daffociationSy  until 
the  utility  of  the  meafurc  .s  reneiefcd  ob- 
vious to  the  wards  ac  large,  that  the  Lufe^ 
holders  at.  e^^ch  wardmotem  ybe  induced 
to  adopt  it.  For,bythel"e  means,  tbchoufe" 
lalders  might  always  have  a  lufficient 
numberof  able  nd  well-jnftrudedyz^/J/?/- 
ttUesJoferveJor  them  in  the.  militia^  which 
would  thereby  bereicued  from  the  oppro- 
brium oi  incapaatyyW)\\i  which  it.I^a^  fo 
frequently  ot  late  been  charged;  and  the 
ncceffity  ot  any  new  reform  of  the  City- 
Militia  (which  might  be  atteiided  with 
very  oangerousconiequences  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  cit  zens)  would  be  therc-^ 
by-  precluded,  And  if,  in  cafe  of  any 
more  tumults  or  riotb,  an  armed  City-- 
match  (huUid  again  be  thought  neceffary, 
thefe  difciplined  Miliiiajiibjiitutes  in  each 
i^ard  might  be  enrolled  in  a  Rojier  for 
that  particular  fervice,  under  the  proper 
Militia-'  fficers  f  and  rheir  attendance 
pight  be  fo  divided  and  diminifhcd,  by 
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a  due  Rofter^^^  to  be  very  little  burthen^ 
fome  to  the  individuals  enrolled;  where- 
by a  fmall  ftipend  to  each,  for  the  time 
of  his  adual  attendance,  would  be  fuffi* 
cient  to  render  the  fervice  voluntary J^ 
^  The  Appearance,  alfo,  of  the  City -Mi- 
litia might  be  rendered  more  refpedlable^ 
by  the  addition  oidrill-jacketSy  with  fome 
proper  diftindtion  of  uniform  facings^  to 
denote  the  ward  or  diftridt  of  each  com- 
pany. ' 

,^f  Or  Volunteer i  might  be  invited,  by  rewarding  a 
certain  adequate  proportion  oi  fwatcb-duty  with  Xhcfree- 
dom  of  the  city  ;  and  by  ordaining  that  no  artificer  Or 
joyrneyman,  employed  in  the  city,  be  molefted  as  a 
lion-freeman,  provided  he  enters  himfelf  z.  Volunteer  o^ 
tjiewatch-roUof  the  ward  wherein  he  is  employed.    ^ 

■-  \ '  ■ 
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A  refpeftable  and  worthy  "  Member  of 
**  tke  Corporation^  of  IjOi^do^^  h^\\T\gy 
in  the  Year  lySi^  printed  "  A  Propo^ 
"  fol  of  a  Plan  for  render! tig  the  Mti-^ 
"  tia  of  London  ufeful  and  refp'Bable^ 
**  and  for  rai/ing  an  efficient  and  well-- 
*'  regulated  Watch  wtttout /ubje5ling 
*'  the  Citizens  to  additional  Taxes  or  the 
**  Inter pojit ion  of  Parliaments^  the 
followiig  remarks  upon  it  were  hafti- 
ly  drawn  up  by  a  private  Citizen, 
(viz.  G.  Sharp,)  and  delivered  to 
the  authocof  the  fa  id  Propofal,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  the  eftablilhment  of  a 
regular  military  corpSy  with  conjlant 
daily  payy  in  the  City, 


'T^HE    P Ian  ^  for  rendering  the  Militia 

of  London  ufeful  and  rejpediable^  is 

drawn   up  with  fo  nnuch  good    fenfe, 

O  candour. 
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candour,  and  real  modefty,  as  well  as  with 
becoming  zeal  for  the  rights  of  Citizens 
and  the  dignity  of  our  Metropolis,  that 
the  worthy  Author  is  certainly  enti  led 
to  the  heft  acknowledgements  and  moft 
heart- felt  refpedt  of  every  honeft  Citizen. 
He  dt fires  the  affiftance  and  correftioni 
of  all  Citizens  that  will  turn  their 
thoughts  to  the  fame  fabjed ;  and,  ha- 
ving brought  together  many  excellent 
propol^tions,  and  materials  to  work  up- 
on, has  greatly  facilitated  the  bufinefs  to 
all  that  follow  him. 

The  Plan,  neverthelefs,  (in  the  opi- 
nion of  ^  private  Citizeriy  who  entertains 
a  finccrc  refpedl  for  the  Author,)  feerns 
liable  to  cne  objcdticn,  which  requires 
very  mature  dtliberation  befo  e  any  adual 
change  be  made:  and  therefore  the  can- 
dour  of  the  benevolent  author,  in  pub- 
blicly  calling  for  **  correal  ions  and  amende 
*'  mentSi''  cannot  be  loo  highly  cfteem- 

cd. 

The 
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The  priva- e  Citizen  is  eonjit  tut  ion  ally 
jealous  of  every  thing  that  appears  like  a 
regular  military  e/iabljhment^  (i.  e.  SoU 
dierSf  embodied,  and  receiving  a  r(?^<^«/ 
d^ily  military  Sold,  or  Stipend,  as  mer-' 
cenari.Sy)  either  in  the  City  or  in  any  o- 
|ber  place. 

The  experiment  is  dangerous,  even 
thou£;h  the  merccnaies  fhouid  be  efta- 
blifhed  under  the  controul  of  the  citizens . 
themfelvci^  and  in  their  own  pay.  To 
fuch  an  eftabiifhment,  oi  Soldiers  in  con- 
Jiant  pay^  may  perhaps  be  attributed  the 
prefent  diftreffes  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, whofe  troops  divide  amongst  them* 
Jelves  the  plunder  of  towns  and  provinces 
without  controul,  though  their  "  coH'^ 
^^  ftant  pay''  has  drained  the  coffers  of 
their  employers  J 

Not  even  the  mod  flourifliing  nations 
can  fupport  (without  grievous  burthen 
to  the  people)  the  expence  of  military 
tjiablijbments  in  con/iani  pay :  and  there- 

O  2  fore, 


-->^  ^ 
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fore,  in  all  well-  regulated  Gowrnments^ 
the  People  themselves  ought  to  be 
their  own  guards  by  rotation  offervice^  as 
formtr'y  ihey  were  :  for  it  was  an  efta- 
blifhed  duty  of  ail  free-men^  in  this  king- 
dum,  to  be  armed  and  trained,  and  to 
keep  guard  and  watch  every  n  ght,  by 
rotation,^  from  funfet  to  Iwnfe^  in  every 
city,  borough,  caft  e,  hundred^  andwa-- 
pentake^  of  the  whale  kingiiom^  under  the 
cjireftion  of  the  Shenffs,  Aldermen, 
Magiftrates,^  Bailiffs,  &c.  And..*/,/'^ 
'*  Statute  fWii2chJler  (13  Edw.  L)  did 
*\  ordain^  that  tiight-watches  Jhould  be 
".  krpt  yearely^  Jrom  the  feaji  cf  the  Af^ 
ceniion  until  Michaelmas^  by  6  men  at 

everie 


*  **  Statuirous  etlam  et  fimiliter  pra^cipimus,  ot  om- 
"  nes  agitates  et  Burgi,  et  Cafiella,  et  Hundreda^  et 
**  Wapontachia^  totius Regni  nojiri  'gx2t^\&\^  Jingulis  noSli'^ 
**'  hus  vigi!entur,  et  cullodiantar  in  girum"  (i.  e.  IQ 
Rotation)  1*  pro  maleficis  et  inimicis  prout  Vicomi- 
*'  tes,"  (the  SherifFs)  *<  et  Aldermajini,  et  Prspofiti,** 
(the  M^iftrates)  **  et  Ballivi,  et  M«>?/?rz«c/?r/,''C which 
includes  all  Conjiahles,  Headboro.ughs,  Tithing-ment 
&c.)  **  melius  ipev  commune  conciiium  2i<l  \xt\\\l^.Xtm  regn; 
*•  providebunt;"  Leges  Gulielmi  Regis,  anno  1067. 
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*'  €vcrie  gate  of  ever  ie  City^  by  1 2  men  in 
**  ever  e  Borough  lownfy  and,  in  everie 
*<  other  Towney  by  6  men  or  four e  men,  or 
**  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitantes 
*%  in  the  Towne^  a  I  the  night  long  from 
"  funnefe'ting  to  Junne-rifing :    So  thaty 

"  if  ^'y  fl^^^g^^  did  pajjcy  he  JlouU  be 
"  arrefled  tili  the  morning"  &c.  (Lam- 
bard's  Duty  of  Condables,  BorJbclders\ 

Tithingmeny  &:c.  p.  13.)  **  A  ad 

**"of  tbefe  Watch :s  the  officers  before- 
♦*  naoied  have  the  charges  within  the 
**  limites  (or  phces)  of  their  aufiforities  : 
**  as,  the  Conjlabk  in  his  Town,  the 
^*  BorfiQlderia  \iisBoroe^^  and  xhQ  high 

**  Conjlable 

f  Borce  ;  of  Tithing.  —  **  By  the  ancient  Lawes  of 
f*  this  realme  (before  the  comming  in  of  King  Wil- 
**  liam"  [commonly  cal  ed]  **  the  Conqueror)  it  was 
**  ordained,  for  the  more  fure  keeping  of  the  peace, 
**  and  for  the  better  reprefling  of  thieves  and  robbers, 
^*  that  all  free  borne  MV.ii  Jhould  cafi  thtwfel'vei  into  fo've'-' 
*'  ral  companies,  by  tcnne  in  cache  corapanie  :  and  that 
♦*  c\erie  of  thofe  tenne  men  of  the  companie  fhoolde 
f*  be  fureiie  and.  pledge  for  the  forth  coming  of  hi$ 
**  fellowe^,  &c.  —  And,  for  this  caufe^  thefe  compa- 

*'  nies 
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**  Corjjlaile  within  all  his  Hundred;    and^ 
**  thefe     officers     ought    to    fee    thefe 
**  Watches  dui^Iy   fet  and  kept,  and- 
•*  ought  alfo  to  cau'e  hue  and  cr''e  to  be^ 
**  ray  fed  after  fuch  as  will  not  obey  the 
**  arrtftof  fuch  Wa^chmenr  (Ibid.) 

The  danger  of  altering  the  old  com- 
mon-law eftablifhiTients  cannot  be  ren*' 
dered  more  obvious  than  by  the  example 
of  the  modern  regulations  which  have 
modelled  the  Militia  of  England  into  av 
JIanding  army^  as  they  efFeftually  deftroy 
the  civil  capacity  of  all  the  private  Mtli-^ 
tia-meriy  by  withdrawing  them  entirely 
from  their  ufual  occupations  and  cal- 
lings, 

**  nies  be  yet,  in  fome  places  of  England,  (anc^,  name- 
••  ly,  with  us  in  Kent,)  called  Boroes,  of  the  faid 
*'  word  Bo'hes,  pledges  or  fureiie  ;  albeit,  in  the  weftera 
**  partes  of  the  realm  they  be  commonly  named  ty^ 
**  things ^  becaufe  they  contain  the  number  of  lo  men 
•'  with  their  families,  and  even  as  lo  times  lo  doe 
•'make  an  hundred^  io,  becaufe  it  was  alfo  appointed 
**  that  lo  of  thefe  companies  ihould,  at  certain  times, 
**  meete  together  for  their  matters  of  greater  weight, 
**  therefore  that  general  affemblee  (or  court)  was  (arid 
*'  yet  is)  called  a  hundred.*^     (Ibid.  p.  7  and  8.) 
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lings,    by   which    they  ought  to   earn 

their  bread. The  endlefs  law-ma-' 

kingy  wh  ch  has  unavoidably  attended 
the  change^  till  the  multiplicity  of  arti- 
cles exceeds  the  capacity  of  any  ordinary 
memory,  and  the  confequent  uncertain- 
ty and  oppreflion  which  are  occafioned 
by  it,  ought  to  warn  us  againft  any  thing 
that  has  the  leaft  appearance  of  a  fimilar 
tendency ;  and  that  is  the  allowing  con^ 
fi  ant  pay  io  any  part  of  the  Militia* 

The  plan,  of  employing  the  Militia 
on  the  Watch  duty^  may  be  io  ordered  as 
to  ftand  clear  of  all  thefe  objections,  and 
yet  fall  nearly  within  the  compafs  of  the 
fXj)ence  propofed  in  the  plan  :  i.  e.  very 
little  exceeding  the  prefent  watch-rate. 

In  {lead,  therefore,  of  allowing  a  conjlant 
daily  flip  end  to  the  volunteers^  (which  can  - 
jiot  be  done  without  the  danger  of  inclining 
them  to  negledl  their  proper  civil  occu- 
pattens y  and  laying  a  foundation  for  a 
Jlanding  army  in  the  OVy,  like  the  Mili- 
tia 
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tia  of  the  Counties,)  let  the  pay  be  an- 
nexed merely  to  the  tune  of  a5lual fev'^ 

vice  performed  in  the  watch-duty :  * 

whereby  the  alhwance  may  be  much  in* 
creafed^  (o  as  to  render  it  (efpecially 
when  added  to  the  offer  of  all  the  city- 
privileges  propofed  in  the  former  Plan)  a 
real  obje(S  of  inducement  and  invitation 
to  agreat  multitude  of  inferior  houfekeep- 
crs,  artificers^  journeymen,  fhop-por- 
ters,  carmen,  watermen,  &c. 

And,  if  a  very  large  number  of  vo- 
lunteers can  be  obtained,  the  night-duty 
may  be  reduced,  by  the  Rojler^  to  one 
night  in  Jix^  whereby  it  will  appear  lefs 
irkfomc  and  inconvenient  to  perfons  en- 
gaged in  other  employments,  (giving 
them  fufficient  time  to  recover  their  lofs 
offleep;)  and  the  increafed pay  foradual 
attendance  each  night  will  ftill  appear  to 
be  a  defirable  reward  for  the  fervice, 
though  divided,  by  rotation^  amongft  a 
numerous  body  of  able  militia-men. 

The 
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The  pay  of  the  prefent  Watchmen 

dfies  riot  much  exceed  8 id.  per  nights 
but  the  annual  amount  of  13I.  for  con* 
ftant  nightly  duty  renders  it  an  objed  of 
acceptance  to  poor  old  men,  who  begin 
to  be  incapable  of  daily  labour,  and,  of 
courfe,  are  tc^^Wy  incapable  of  the  adlive 
and  vigilant  duies of  a  night- guard. 

The  pay,  therefore,  ought  to  be 
much  increajed  to  render  it  worthy  the 
acceptance  of  able  and  adli'oe  men.  No- 
tiring  lefs  than  2s.  per  night  can  be 
foppofed  adequate  to  the  employment  of 
men  that  can  earn  at  kaft  2S.  6d.  per 
day*  And,  if  2S.  6d»  to  eacBman  per 
night  could  be  afFarded,  the  efFed  of 
the  Plan  would  be  ft. II  more  certain, 
and  the  duty  be  rendered  more  credita- 
ble and  defirable  5  for  which  realon,  e- 
very  other  ex'pencc,  that  is  not  abfclutely 
necejfary^  fhould  be  withdrawn  from  the 

Plan. 

P  The 
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The    allowance   to   the  officers    falls 

under  this  defcription  :  their  attendance, 
to  diredt  and  command  the  watch,  would 
indeed  add  dignity  to  the  watch-efta- 
blifliment,  and  might  be  ufeful  in  fome 
particular  cafes  j  but  it  cannot  be  ahjo-^ 
lately  neceffary^  becaufe  the  ftout,  able, 
and  creditable,  volunteers^  from  the  fe- 
veral  regiments  of  the  city-militia,  are 
not  lefs  capable  of  performing  the 
watch-duty  under  the  direction  of  the 
prefent  civil  ojicers  and  con/tables^  than 
the  poor  decrepit  old  men  ufually  em- 
ployed. The  attendarxe  of  the  offi- 
cers, therefore,  after  the  Jetting  of  the 
njoatcby  cannot  be  necejjary,  and  ought 
to  be  difpenfed  with,  becaufe  the  nightly 
fay  of  the  volunteers  alone  ^  when  on  duty^ 
will  amount  to  as  much  expence  as  can 
poffibly  be  afforded  for  a  conflant  efta- 
blifhment.  The  main  objedl  of  the  new 
regulation  will  neverthelefs  be  fulfilled, 
viz.  the  */  rendering  the  Militia  of  Lon- 

**  don 
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*"  don  ufeful  and  refpeBable ;"  for  the  of- 
ficers, as   inhabitants  of  r^hk^  and  fiib- 
ftance  in  the  City,  will   have  the  fatis- 
fadlion  of  feeing  a  1  ifge  body  of  able 
men  encouraged  by  the  proffered  einola-^f 
ments  to  inroll  themfelves  under  their! 
command,  in  ordicr:  tp  be  kept  in  con^ 
ftant  training  and  excrclfe  after  the  hourf 
of  labour y  whereby  they  will  be   enabled 
to  appear  with  credit  and  honour  to  their 
officers  and  to  the  City  at  large,  whene- 
ver it  may  be  neceflary  to  call  them  out, 
in  their  military  capacity ^  z^  Jubjiitutes  in 
the  London  Militia, 


Inftead  of  176  non-commiflioned  officers 
and  volunteers,  (as  propofed  in  the  for- 
mer Plan,)  let;  a*  battalion  of  500  VO' 
lunteer- auxiliaries,  viz.  5  additional  com- 
panies of  100  men  each,  (if  fo.  many  can 
be  obtained,)  be  admitted  for  <watch» 
duty  in  each  of  the  fix  regiments  of  City- 
Militia,  which  will  amount,  in  all,  to 
3000  auxiliarieii  to  be  encourjiged  by  the 
oiFcrof  all  the  city-privileges,  (as  propo- 
fed in  the  former  plan,)  with  the  addition  of 

P  2  2/, 
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Per  Annum. 

jj^ieacTiinan  per  nighr,  while  on  Watch-du- 
ty; viz.  liach  battalion  of  500  men,  in 
rotafion,  every  '6th  night,  and  to  be  then 
conftantiy  exercifeJ,  by  the  Adjatant-Cap- 
tain  and  Serjeant  Maj  r,  one  whole  hour 
before  the  fecting  of  the  watch,  ovet  and 
above  theorHinary  times  propoied  for  train- 
ing. The  conftani  ni  htly  pay  of  50omen, 
on  wa?tch-daty,  will  amount,  at  2s,  each» 

^°     fTf*    "^     ""     —      —      -^      —       18,250    ^# 

In  order  to  regulate  and  facilitate  the 
command  of  fo  large  a  body  of  men,  let 
every  10  men,  in  each  battalion  of  ««*•- 
iliuriesy  chcofe  a  Tithing  matiy  to  be 
fworn  as  d^njiahl  ',  Xo  be  anfwerable  with 
liis  Jecennary  to  produce  any  man  of  the 
10  that  happens  to  be  charged  with  a 
mifde^ejanor,  and  to  ad  as  &erjeant'\n  the 
military  Exercife,  previous  to  the  ftrtting 
of  the  watch  ;  and  more  particularly 
to  anfwer  for  the  attendance  of  his  dccen- 
nary  in  due  rotation,  and  to  provide  abl<j 
fubflitutes  for  tne  fick  or  abfent. 

Fifty  fuch  nvatch-tithing  men  in  each 
500i  with  an  additional  allowance  of  !/• 
each  per  night  of  attendance,  (in  all  3/. 
per  ni^'ht  pay)  will  amount  to       —      — -       912  10  0 

And  50  Corporals  chofen  in  each  //• 
thif:g9  as  above,  with  the  addition  of  6d. 
per  night    —    .—    —      -—      —      —       456     5  © 


Carried  Over  ^  >  9 » ^ '  ^  15  o 
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Per  Anmmi* 
£.      J,  d. 

Brought  over   i9»6i8  15  a 

If  tlie  Adjutants  be  chofen  from  among 
the  Captains,  their  trouble  of  taking  care 
of  the  rojfer  for  each  regiment,  and  mar- 
ching the  fivtf  companies  of  auxiliaries^ 
from  each,  in  weekly  rotation,  to  the 
,citv  guard-rooms,  may  be  amply  rewar- 
ded (provided  their  attendance  is  not  re- 
quired after  the  watch  is  fet)  by  the  al- 
lowance of  one  guinea  each  evening  of  at- 
tendance, which  is  ^63  17  6  per  an- 
num to  each  of  the  fix  Adjutant -Captains, 
and  will  amount  to      —      —      —       —      383     5  • 

One  Serjeant  Major,  from  each  regi- 
ment, to  be  paid  5^.  per  night,  in  weekly 
rotation,  for  fetting  the  watch,  and  keep- 
ing the  proper  account  of  the  rojier  under 
the  Adjutant- Captain  of  each  regiment, 
amounts  to    — •     —     —     —      —      —         ^^     S  ^ 

Twelve  drums  and  fifes,  as  propofed, 
at  1/.  per  day  each  ;  or  rather  %d,  per  day, 
and  zs.  every  6th  night,  in  rotation,  for 
attending  the  luatch,  in  order  to  ferve  a$ 
meflengers  to  alarm  the  officers  and  ma- 
giftrates  in  cafe  of  riots,  fires,  &c.         •^—      219    00 

Query.  On  what  ellablifhment  are  xh» 
12  City -trumpeter  s  SiVid  city- waits  ? 

Powder  and  other  charges  as  eflimated 
V  in  the  plan  by  the  **  Member  of  the  CorpO' 
fotigrC'      —      —      —     —      —     —       150    00 

£20y^6z     5  o 
The 
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The  amouht  of  the  watch-duty  and  tro- 
phy-tax    — .    —     —      23,030  12  4 
Dcdua      ^r    •favi.jdj^      20,462     50 


Surplus  by  the  Plan  of  the 

**  pri'vate  Ciiizen*'     —    £,  2'y(^%     74 

Watch  and  Trophy  Tax        23.030   12  4 
Plan  by  the  '*  Member  of  the 

*•   Corporatitm**  :o*-"t   i^^-s.'  21,569    17  O 

Surplus  jf  1,460  15  4 

Surplus  by  the  Plan  of  the 

pfitjate  Citizen     — -       —        2568      74 
Surplus  by  the  formeir  Plan       1460  15  4 

Difference      — ~    jfno?  12  o 

So  that  the  Turpi  us,  of  the  plan  propofed  by  the 
**  Member  of  the  Corporation f*  is  lefs  by  £lloy  12  o 
per  annum  than  the  furplus  which  may  be  faved  by 
the  plan  of  the  "  pri'vate  Citizen,^*  though  the  latter 
includes  the  training  and  eoutinual  readinejs  in  di/ciplint 
of  nearly  three  tinges  the  number  of  volunteers,  vij. 
3000  rank  and  file. 

20,462     5  o 
Watch-rate  18,343  19  o 

j^  2118     60   per  annum  deficiency  in  the 
ivatch-rate  for  this  fervice. 
If  this  deficiency  could  be  made  up  by  an  equal  ad- 
ditional rate  on  the  whole  city,  it  would  be  better  than 
blending  the  expence  with  the  trophy  fax. 

Perhaps  the  number  of  'watchmen  might  be  dimi- 
nilhed,  if  barrier  gates  and  pofterns  were  ereded  at 
ts^Ty  avenue  into  the  city,  and  be  duly  attended  by  an 

armed 
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armed  guard    from  the  city  traiatd  hands,    whereby  % 
lefs  number  will  be  neceffary  for  the  internal  guard. 

Memorandum.  Since  this  propofal  was  oirered  as 
above,  I  have  been  informed,  that  even  each  ward, 
or  diviiion,  of  all  the  large  cities  in  Japan,  is  fepa- 
rateiy  inc'ofed  with  palifades  ;  and  that  they^'^ili  re- 
tain fome  reffmblance  of  the  old  divifions  of  Ti- 
things  atid  Hundreds,  SiC, 

By  the  above  propofal,  a  whok  batta- 
lion of  500  men  (viz.  all  the  5  compa- 
nies of  auxiliaries  from  each  regiment  in 
rotation)  is  required  to  be  en  duty  at  one 
time  :  but  I  believe  it  would  be  an  effen-* 
tial  amendment  of  that  propofal,  if  only 
one  company  of  auxiliaries  were  to  be 
fent  for  watch-duty  every  night  from 
five  of  the  fix  regiments  in  rotation  % 
whereby  each  of  the  6  regiments  would 
keep  up  within  itfelf  a  conftant  rojler  of 
duty  and  rejl  for  their  refpeiSive  five 
companies  of  auxiliaries,  viz.  i  compa- 
ny every  night  for  five  nights  in  rotation, 
with  rejl  or  ceffation  on  the  6th  night  5 
which  reji  muftalfo  be  regularly  circula- 
ted amongft  all  the  6  regiments,  fo  that 

no 
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no  man's  duty  fliould  exceed  i  night  in 
6,  and  yet  five  companies,  or  500  men, 
voi.ld  be  conftantly  f  nt  on  duty  every 
night,  as  before  propofed.  But,  if  the 
whole  number  of  iiuxUiarres  here  pro- 
pofed, were  real'y  completed  and  duly 
difciplined,  it  would  pcibaps  be  found, 
that  Jour  complete  companies^  on  duty  at 
me  timey  would  be  a  fuffiticnt  guard  in 
the  city,  becaufe  all  the  difciplined  men 
of  the  other  companies,  though  not  on 
adual  duty,  woul.i  be  ready  at  hand  (as 
being  inhabitants  of  the  City)  to  affift  the 
Watch,  in  their  refpedive  neighbour- 
hoods, in  cafe  of  any  fudien  alarm  of 
fire,  riot,  or  robbery.  And,  by  that 
reduction  of  one  company  from  the  con- 
ftant  duty,  a  faving  would  be  made  of 
X3923  iSS"  per  annum,  which  would 
reduce  the  expence  far  within  the  com- 
pafs   of  the  ordinary  watch-rate^    and 

would 
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would  reduce  the  duty  of  each  individual 
to  every  7th  night. 

GRANVILLE  SHARP. 


PROPOSALS  and  REMARKS,  &c. 

Delivered^    in  Writings  to  a  refpeBable 

Magistkat^e  of  London^  by  Gka^-^ 

viLLE  Sharp,    in  the  Tear  1781  or 

1782,   to  promote  the  Training  of 

.  the  City-Militia. 

That  the  Court  of  Lieutenancy  or- 
der proper  mufler-roUs  to  be  made,  for 
each  ward  of  the  city  of  London,  of  the 
names  oi^\  perfons  liable*  to  be  called  to 
fervein  the  city- militia,  or  of  fuch  proper 

Q^  fubftitutes 

♦  The  perfons,  liable  to  be  called  to  ferve  in  the 
ifiJitia,  according  to  the  Common-Law,  are  the  Houfe- 
holding  who  pay  taxes,  rates,  &c.  And  all  other  per- 
fons, viz.  Lodgers,  Journeymen,  Apprentices,  Ser- 
vants, &c.  when  embodied  and  difciplined  in  arm»» 
are,  in  London,  deemed  Volunteers  aod  uiuxiliaries  to 
the  MilUia.     See  a  former  Traft. 
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fubftitutes  as  they  fliall  appoint  to  appear 
for  tiiem. 

That  thefe  principals  and  fubftitutes 
DC  regularly  numbered  in  the  mufter- 
rolls  oppolite  to  their  names,  that  they 
may  be  fummoned,  in  rotation,  to  a 
place  of  trahilng  and  ex^rcife  in  their 
own  ward.  The  numbers,  fummoned 
each  day  upon  the  Rofter,  (or  lift  of  rb- 
tation,)  to  be  fettled  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  militia-officers  that  can 
be  daily  appointed  to  the  ferviceof /r^/w- 
/«^the  inhabitants. 

The  train'v g  may  be  fo  condudted  as 
to  occafion  no  expence  to  the  houfeholders^ 
if  it  be  limited  to  a  fingle  hour  (or  not 
exceeding  one  hour  and  a  half  or  two 
hours)  in  the  evening,  between  fix 
o'clock  and  fun-fet  in  fummer.  For 
fuch  boufeholderSy  as  cannot  attend  in 
their  own  proper  perfons,  may  eafily 
find  fon^e  one  of  their  own  family  or  de- 
pendents that  would  be  willing  to  fpare 

fo 
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^fo  (hort  a  fpace  of  time  in  an  evcning/hr 

their  own  improvement ^  provided  they  are 
tQ    be    paid  when  called  out   to  actual 
iduty  on  watches  or  general  mufters. 

The  R'l/lers  for  training  (hould  be  fe- 

^parate  and  (liftind  from  the  Roflers  for 

watch   and  ward.      The   former    may, 

^without    inconvenience,     confift   of    a 

'mtivh  larger  number  of  perfons   to  be 

fummoned    in    rotation  for  trainings  as 

'the  time  of  their  attendance  will  be  {hort, 

and  therefore  not  burthenfome  ;  and  this 

need   not  be  continued  any  longer  than 

till.each  individual  has  attended  ten  or 

twelve  times  in  rotation,  or  fo  often  as 

may  be  fufficient  for  him  to  acquTre  the 

common     piatoon-exercife.       But    the 

Rollers  for  watch  and  ward  fhould    be 

^divided  into  a  circulation  of  fmall  par- 

,  ties,  that   the   inconvenience  of  night- 

^duty  may  return  as  feldom  as  poffible^  in 

rotation,  to  each  individual. 

CL?  As 
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,i  As  the  number  of  the  city-militia  is 
computed  at  6700  men,    and  the  efta- 
bllfhed  number  of  ferjeants  amounts  to 
no  more  (in  all  the  fix  regiments)  than 
144,  there  is  a  proportion  of  above  46 
private   men  to  each  ferjeant,  which  Js 
near  five  times  more  than  the  ufual  com-  ' 
pliment  of  a  ferjeant's  guard  j    fo  that 
there  may  be  a  complete  change  of  nine 
men  every  day  to  each  ferjeant,  and  yet 
this  rotation  to  each    individual  of  the 
houfekeepers  would  be  only  once  in  five 
days,  or  of  fix  men  once  in  feven  days  ; 
but,  if  the  inhabitants  in  general,  that 
are  not  houfekeepers,  are  allowed  to  af- 
fociate  with  the  Militia,  and  enter  their 
names  in  the  mufter-rolls  as  volunteers  or 
auxi/iariesy  the  number  to  each  ferjeant 
may  beincreafed,  fo  that  the  rotation  of 
fervice  maybe  reduced  perhaps  to  once 
a  fortnight  for  each  individual. 

Thofe    inhabitants,     who  di{lingui(h 
^  themfclves    in    acquiring  the  neceflary 

difcipline. 
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di&ipline,.  fhould  be  appointed  (by  the 
"election   of    their  neighbours   in    each 
<^ward)   as  affiftant-ferjeants  or  corporals, 
•^■|hat,  in  cafe  of  any  general  alarm  or  in- 
^iurrcdion,  there  may  be  ^/^^  experienced 
leader  to  every  ten  men. 
<'*'A11  affociates^  volunteers^   or  auxilia*^ 
riesy  before  they   arc  admitted  into  the 
mufter,  fliould  fabfcribe  to  a  general  a- 
greement,  that  they  will  fubmit  to  fuch 
fines  or  forfeits,  for  negledi  or  mifbeha- 
viour,  as  fhall  be  previoufly  agreed  up- 
on. 

The  ad*  ordains  a  pecuniary  mul<3: 
not  exceeding  Jive  JhiUingSy  or  the  penalty 
of  tmprifonment  not  exceeding  twenty  days^ 
that  is,  iov  ^^  mutineers  y  ox  fuch  as  do  not 
*'  their  duties  as  foldiers  at  the  day  of 
**  their  mufters  and  training."  See  the 
'  eighth  fedion.  But  many  fmaller  for- 
feits {hould  alfo  be  ordained,  bv  com- 
mon  agreement,  as  forfeits,  ift,  for 
talking  when  under  arm^  \  2dly,  for  co- 

»I3&^4  Cha.ir.  c.  3.  Hllng 


f      126      ] 

ming  after  the  appointed  time,  and  that 
an  proportion  to  the  time  loft;  3Jiy,  far 
being  in  liquor;  ^thly,  fo  drinking  any 
liquor  ftronger  than  fmall  beer  while  on 
^uty;  5thly,  for  leaving  duty  betorc 
the  appointed  time,  &c.  &c.  and  a  fe-* 
vere  fine  fhould  be  laid  on  any  man  who 
prefumes  to  fire  his  mufquet  after  the 
watch  is  fet,  unlefs  there  fhould  be  any 
|ea!  occafion  for  an  alarm. r-  When- 
ever the  penalty  of:  imprifonment  is  in- 
Aided,  it  ought  to  be  done  with  the 
greateft  caution,  by  the  judgement  of  a 
jury  of  citizens,  and  the  period  (hould 
be  ihortened  as  foon  as  proper  fubmif-*^ 
lion  is  made.  Delinquents  ought  to  be- 
kept  in  feparate  cejl§  or  apartments,  in 
perfecS  folitude^^  and  be  allowed  no  fuf- 
tenance  but  bread  and  water,  as  well 
for  the  fake  of  health  to  their  bodies  un- 
der confinement,  as  for  the  more  fpeedy 
recovery  of  the  natural  powers  of //6^/r 
minds  in  returning  to  right  reafon. 

Every 
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i^*  Every   company  (hould  have  a  Clerk' 
of  the  band,  cholen  as  the  reft  of  the  of- 
ficerS)  who  fhould  keep  a  hit  and  takd 
notice  of  all  defaults  and  other  offences,' 
and  are  required  **  to  render  an  account 
"  of  all  fines  and  penalties,  to  the  cap-* 
**  tain  or  chief  officer  of  every  company; 
**  in  fix  weeks  after  thev  are  levied/'—** 
to    view,  twice  a  year,  the    arms    and 
ammunition  of  the  foldiers  and  all  the 
inhabitants,  and   return    his  account  of 
defaults  to  the   captain,  and   colleft  all 
fines  laid  for  the  fame. 

Thefe   fines,   for  defaults,  are   to  be 
laid  out  by  the  clerk,  to  procure  trophie^ ' 
for   the    company,    &c.    **  or  provide 
*^  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  poorer  * 
''  fort." 

A  Committee  to  be  appointed  (by  the 
wardmote)  in  every  ward,  who  (hall  at- 
tend, in  rotation,  to  fee  the  watch  fet,  ' 
and  take  notice  of  any  defers  of 'abufe$v 
^  ;;  'I  Every  committee,  in  cafe  of  any 
y^J?^'"^-  '  '*  alarm. 
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"alikrmi.are  reqpirc^,  with  ^11  poffiblc 
**  fpeed,  to  give  intelligence  to  the  next 
*f,^magiftrate  and  to  the  major  of  the 
**  regiment." 

"  Military  watches  to  be  fet  at  half 
•*  an  hour  after  lun-fet/' 

As  all  ftrong  liquors  (hould  be  abfo^- 
lutdy  forbidden  during  the  time  of  watch 
and  ward,  feme  refrefliment,  z%falop  or 
frunienty,  (which  latter  was  a  principal 
part  of  the  fuftcnance  of  the  Roman  fol- 
diers,)  might  be  allowed  in  each  guard, 
or  veflry  room  ;  and  the  expence  (after 
proper  vcffels  were  provided)  would  be  • 
very  trifling. 

The  modern  complement  of  a  com-^^ 
pany  is  much  too  fmall,  and  grievoufly 
enhances  the  expence  of  the  militia  whert- 
ordered  out  on  fcrvice,  becaufe  of  the 
officers  pay.  .  A  company  (or  captain  s 
command;  ought  never  to  be  lefs  than 
100  or  150  ;  but  the  great  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  afferted,  that  **  a  captain  ought. 

**  to 
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**  to  command  ippo  men,*'  which  h 
now  near  twice  the  command  of  a  colo- 
nel. See  Hift.  of  the  World,  2  vol.  p. 
475.  Sir  Walter  was  a  very  good  judge 
of  this  fubjeft,  and  has  pointed  out  the 
inconveciience  of  having  many  officers  in 

the  army. f---r-  The  dodtrine,  at  thi^ 

day,  is  totally  reverfed.  However,  in 
muliering  and  training  the  inhabitants  of 
cities,  where  there  is  a  neceflity  of  efia^ 
bltjhing  a  rotation^  to  lighten  the  duty 
to  individuals,  (that  no  pian  aiay  be  in- 
jured in  his  civil  capacity  by  too  frequent 
fervice, )  a  company  might  confift  of  igoq 
men,  without  any  detriment  to  the  fer- 
vice,  provided  that  every  10  men  be  al- 
lowed to  choofe  themlelves  a  ferjeant, 
or  that  the  inhabitants  at  large  choofe  a 
fufficient  number  of  ferjeants  for  every  10 
men,  as  before  propofed.  Theexpence 
-of  one  captain  to  1000  men,  or  even  tQ 
500  men,  would  be  very  trifling. 
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A. 
j^B SOLUTE  WILL  of  a  monarch  over  his  fubje£ls,  a 
mark  of  the  bea it,  6i,  n. 

Jcherlejy  Mr.  cited,   68,  n. 

Momar,  bifhop  of  Winchellei*,  68,  n. 

Alandy  Mr.  Jultice  Forcefcue,  cited,   19,  27. 

yf// perfons,  of  «// ranks,  that  are  laymen,  (apprentices^ 
fervants,  labourers,  wards,  l£c.)  reqCiired  to  have  arms, 
to  be  exercifed  in  the  ufe  of  them,    9-24,  99. 

Antidote  againft  the  evil  of  royal  nvilly  61,  2d  n. 

Apprentices,  ^c,  (hoald  be  encouraged  by  the  houfe- 
keepers  to  learn  the  military  exerci/e,  99. 

Archery f    II,    {2,    1 3,    14. 

Armour,   10. 

-/fr/«j  of  defence  and  peace,  6,  17,  19,  24,  27. 

Arms  of  offence  dnd  robbery,  7,  n. 

Army  ;   fee  Standing  army* 

AJJociation.  To  ajjociate  for  common  defence  Is  a  r/g-^/  of 
the  people,  founded  on  the  law  of  reafon  and  nature,  and 
therefore  an  immutable  right  of  the  common  lanu,  which  can- 
not be  annulled  by  adt  of  parliament,  5-9.  Ancient 
flatutes  bear  teftimony  to  this  popular  right  of  ajfocia" 
tion,  and  the  being  exercifed  in  arms,  9-18.  Thefe  rights 
as  neceflary,  auprefent,  as  ever,  24.  Had  they  not  been 
fatally  negledled,  the  late  rioters  would  have  been  quel- 
led in  their  firft  attempts,  25.  The  purpofe  of  military 
AJfociations,  9 1.  They  Ihould  be  formed  on  principles  as 
oppofite  as  poiTible  to  thofe  oi  Jianaing  armies,  ibid.  f/x;. 
in  preferving  the  ciijil  capacity  of  individuals,    and  by 

R  2  the 
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the  freedom  6f  ehSiion\n  the  appointment  of  officers,  gt. 
The  choice  of  tithing-men,  or  lerjeanis,  ibid.  The 
"lord. mayor  or  (herifF  the  legal  commander  of  them,  92. 
Platoon-exercife  recommended,  95,  94.  Places  for  drii*. 
ling  to  be  appointed,  94.  alfo  a  general  rendezvous  in 
eacn  ward,  95.  Precauiions,  that  the  ciofil  capacity [oi 
individuals  may  not  be  injured,  '5-9".  ^mall  parties 
fliould  not  be  permitted  to  march  into  the  country,  with- 
out lea^e  from  a  gerieral  meetin)^,  and  due  caution  f^r  the 
peace,  97.  AJJociations  (hould  not  unmceJfariJy  march 
through  ftreets  or  high-roads,  nor  make  any  military  pa» 
rade,  but  confider  them<eWes  as  part  of  the  ci<vil  Jiatc^ 
not  to  !ife  arms  in  common  cafes  ;  not  to  attend  to  any 
private  per/on  that  (hall  prefume  to  raife  the  power  of  th* 
county,  but  wait  for  a  legal  iumitions,  before  they  take 
their  arms  to  aflifl  in  keeping  peace  ;,  98.  but  may  aflem- 
ble,  as  neighbours,  nvitbout  th^ir  arms^  to  ufe  all  peate* 
able  endeavours,  (5fr.  99.  .^ 

^/i*/»j,^  judge,  cited,  58,  59.  ,    ^J 

Salylomatfgo'vernmenfdeCcnhed,  61,  64.  r^Kaa^woO 

BacoUi  Nathaniel,  cited,  23,  ba« 

^^rnVnof  the  city  ought  to  have  been  referved,  2^,118. 

Beafts  are  the  prophetical  emblems  of  arbitrary  domi- 
nion among  men,  60-64.  Beaji  of  the  Babylonian  mo- 
narchy, 61-64,  n.  ^^<?/?of  the  Medo-Perfj an  monarchy, 
64,  n«  ^^«/?  of  the  Grecian  monarchy,  64,  n.  The  laft, 
or  4th,  Beaftf  which  flillexifts  in  power, 65,  n.  The  law  of 
England  guards  againft  the  bejiial  poiver,  by  req.uiring  due 
iimitations  in  government,  65-69.  uty  tid  ba&  ii^i 

Belluina potejias  ^  what  it  is,    60-61.   how  introduced, 
hy  innovatioris,  corruptionsy  s.nd  Jianding  armies ^  69,  n. 
•    Biandi  general,  his  defcriptionof  ar^^r,  37,  3S.  Hi$ 
account  of  the //«/oo«-^;ir^/-r//^,  93. 

Bo'ws  and  arrows^  11,  12,  13.  called  the  continual  defend 
tfthe  realm  of  England,  14.  Legal  diftance  for  ihooting. 
with  them  at  a  mark,  12.  Q->d  ,fj£ra 

Braiiony  cited,  6,  21,  22,  24,  29,  65 i  67.''' xjiCi 

;■>•"  Cal'vin's 
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Cal'vtn^s  cafe,  reported  by  lord  Coke,   contain?  Aian]^ 
inftances  of  erroneous  do£lrines,  29.  ^ 

.Camp of  di/cipline,  45.     Camp  of fer 'vice,  46. 
"*l  Canutus  the  great ;  a  notable  Jnftance  of  his  virtue  and 
jaftice,  in  nvithdranving  bis  armies  from  this  na/my  ony^ 
requifition  of  the  peers  of  England  :  the  ccnfeqoei'ces  of 
that  noble  adion  are  mifreprelented  by  the  judge  who  ci- 
ted it  on  Calvin's  cafe,  29-32. 

'    Cherubin,  a  type  of  the  hofts  oflfrael,  ading  by  rola^^ 
tien,  40,  41,  n.  '1 

^^ " Choice  cf  officers   by  public/o^iz^o/^/,   58.   by  decenna- 
ries, 92,  116.   by  platoons,  93.  by  a  general  meeting,  92', 

-     City  pme^meii,  5  7 . 

^'   Ci'vil  capacity  of  individuals,    ferving  in  the   milltja, 
inay  be  preferved  by  \.\\e  regularity  o( rofation,  and  precau- 
tion in  training,  i^c.  37,  41 »  43>  4/.  9"^-  95»  96.  but  is 
gradually  loft  by  long  continuance  in  fervice,  whereby  the 
national  militia  ^rt  rendered  m^xfifddifnrs^  47. 
Clartndony  lord,  cited,   54-5:8. 
Coke,  lord,  cited,  21,  22,  29-31, 
Commandy    when  not  duly   limited,  is  merum  im^eriuTh 
VaA  helluina  potejias,   59,  n.  6fr. 

^l   **  Gommandmmt  of  the  king,  according  to  law,"  21,  n. 

.?.   Commandment  of  the  king,    which  falls   not  within  thi^ 

»idefcripiion,  not  binding,  2 1 , 

^\    ConfeJ/br^s  lafws,  cited,   19. 

^i\r:)Connedicuty   C^S. 

io    Coive/l,  Dr.  quoted,  6, 

■ji:    Cromave/J,  theufurper,  Icepl  op  zn  army  to  fupport  Ii/rp- 
felf  and  his  tjranhy,  27,  n. 

^^:>i.  D. 

J)^r/,  quoted,  60,  61. 

«iH  Decennaries  Ibould  choofe  their  own  tithing-tKeny  or  fer- 
jeants,  92.  '?> 

Ys^^Dsclaration  of  rights,   1 7. 

:^tihJ^ffence,    againlt    urjuit    violence,    a    natural  right  tf 
man,  6-9.  v 

DeviL     He'  is  a  minifter  of  xk^  Devil  who  commiu  in- 
j^ftrec,  %7^  n.  66,  n. 

'  Difiipiinc^ 
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Difcipline,  (military,)  fufficlent  for  real  (tt\\ce,  eafily 
acquired,  58. 

Dijtoyaity,   30,   n. 

Do^or  andStudentf  quoted,  7,  8. 

Dn/Z/wg"  and  private  exercife  in  arms,  94.,  95. 

E. 

Earth  is  filled  with  violence,  7,  62,  n. 

Eirenarcha ;   fee  Lambard. 

Ele£Iion,     See  choice  of  Officers. 

Elements  of  tempeji  and  ^r«  referved  to  execute  God*5 
wrath,  7,  n. 

Emperor,  the  original  fignification  of  that  title,  59,  n. 

Englijhman,  NoEnglilhman  can  be  loyaU  who  oppofes 
the  principles  of  the  Engiijh  laiu,  which  require  the  peo- 
ple to  be  armed,  27,  30. 

Executi've ponxjer  of  this  limited  monZTchy  cannot  legally 
flow  through  any  other  channels  than  the  king's  courts  of 
juftice,   by  due  pro  ce/s  of  the  Iww,   21,  n. 

Exerci/e,  (military,)  11-14,  j6,  18,  54,  58,  99.  Places 
for  it  (hould  be  appointed  in  each  ward,  94.,  122.  and 
Jbours  for  it,  both  in  the  morning  and  evening,  95,  Public 
exerci/e,  in  large  bodies,  not  to  be  more  frequent  than  is 
neceflary  for  a  moderate  and  ufeful  difcipline,  95.  No 
food  or  liquor  to  be  taken  while  out  on  exercife,  96,  97, 
126. 

F. 
Fire'y  fee  Elements* 
^^FletUt  22,  n. 

*  Force,     It  is  lawful  to  \xk  force  to  r^^tl  force  and  unjufi 
<vioJence,  6-9. 

Fortefcue,  chancellor,   18,  19. 

Freemen,  None  h\xx.  freemen  ought  to  be  trufled  with 
arms  in  ^free  country,  30,  n. 

G. 

Gifarms',  what  they  are,   11,  2d  n. 

Good  and  e^viL  The  right  of  judging  between  good  an  1 
fvil  indifpenfible  to  vian,  to  uiftinguiih  him  from  ihe 
hrntes^  6© "6,^.  \". 

Governmenff 
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Cwernmentt  by  arms  and  armies,  odious  to  the  ancient" 
Engliih  nobilicy,  30,  32.  Every  Engli/hmaitt  who  has 
not  ihc  Jams  dijiajie,  is  difaffe^ed  to  the  true  conftitutioo, 
and  may  be  juftiy  charged  with  ^/z/.oj'/a//)',  27,  30,  n. 

Grecian  dominion^  or  empire,  64,  n. 

Greece^  Caufes  of  difunion  among  the  ancient  flates 
thereof,  39^  40. 

H. 

zHarneJfe^   lO. 
Hue  and  Cry,  20. 

I. 

« Image  oftyranry,  60,  n. 

Inhabitants  oi  euery  city.  Borough,  and  market -toivHt  may 
liave  gunsy  and  exercife  themfcives  in  the  ufe  thereof,  16, 
17,  18.  Ought  all  to  be  armed,  and  be  expert  in  arms^ 
18-20.  Are  themjel-ves  the  proper  power  to  prevent 
damages  by  rioters,  20-25.  There  is  a  greater  neceffity 
for  arming  and  training  them  than  formerly,  26.  '^  - 

—lnnov<xtions.     Triennial  and  feptennial  elections,  69,  n» 

Inquiry  int-7the  legal  Mode  of f up prejjing  Riots,  cited,  98. 

Ijraetites*  The  Lavjs  of  God  were  fo  openly  tendered 
to  the  people,  and  by  them  fo  amply  confirmed  by  repeat- 
ed declarations  of  popular  afTent,  that  they  became  the 
regular  ^«/«/dj:  of  that  nation,  61,  2d  n. 

K. 

**  King  can  do  no  throng  ;"  this  doflrine  explained,  21, 
n.     King  has  no /nro^^j/^V^  which  may  derogate  from  juf- 
tice  ana  equity,   21,   22,  n.      Ceafes   to  be  the  minijier  of 
Godt  and  becomes  the  minifter  of  Satan,  when  he  prefumes 
to  rule  contrary  tola<uo,  22,  66.     }io  legal  king,  <ivhere\Vihi^ 
governs,  ana  not  law,   22,  61,  2d  n.  d^,  66.     Antidote 
againil  royal  will,  61,  62,  2d  n.     King  (hould  htlimited 
by  the  laws  of  God,  and  is  bound  to  read  therein,  that  he 
may   **  not  lift  up  his  heart  above  his  brethren,^''  62,   2d  n* 
for,  if  duly  limited,  the  cronun  (or  dominion)  will  not  be 
liable  to  be  broken  by  the  approaching  kingdom  of  God,. 
63.     King  is fpreme  ia  perfonal  rank,  but  aoi  ia- power, 

66, 
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€6,  67,  R.  King  has  a  /uperior,  'vIz,  God  ;  alfo  the 
Lasw,  alfo  his  Court,  (i,  e.  of  parliament,  earJs,  barons, 
Uc.J  67,  n.  King  Canute,  29-32.  King  Richard  II. 
27.  King  Henry  VII.  27,  n.  King  Henry  VIII.  13, 
14,  18,  27,  n.  Q^Elizabeth,  17.  KingCharles  1.  66. 
King  Charles  II.  27.     King  William,  28,  n. 

Kingdom  of  God  will  deflroy  the  tyranny  of  all  temporal 
empires  and  kingdoms^  and  will  ^//  //^^  ty^a/p  A-^r/i^,  60,  n. 
under  the  luhole  heaven^  65,  sd  n.  Nothing  hnt  right eou/"" 
m/s  and  the  due  /imitation  of  w  i  L  L,  by  the  laws  of  God 
and  the  juft  rights  of  the  people,  can  fave  any  crown  (or 
regal  dominion)  from  being  hroken  to  pieces  by  this  ap« 
preaching  ic  i  n  g  d  o.m,  63^  n. 

-U 

LacomBe,  Mr,  IT,  n. 

Lamhard^s  Eirenarcha,  cited,  9,  li,  |2,  Laa)|bard^^ 
puty  of  Conftables,   109. 

Lanvs  of  reafon  and  nature  immutable,  8,  Thofe  who 
attempt  to  fubvert  the  ancient  laius  lofe  the  benefit  of  the 
Jaivs,  27,  n, 

Laymeuy  of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  required  to  have 
(krmsy  and  be  exercifedm  the  ufe  of  them,  9r?-24,  09.         .^ 

Limitation  of  g  >vernment.  The  want  of  it  induces  the 
princes  of  the  <world  **  to  lift  up  their  heads  abenje  their  hre" 
*'  thren"  whereby  they  are  rendered  dreadfully  obnoxious 
to  the  vengeance  of  the  approaching  kingdom  of  God, 
62,  63.  The  want  of  it  is  an  abomination  in  theeyeaf 
the  Engliih  common-law,  65,  n. 

^  Ltniton.  ii  l\iQ proper  harriers  had  Been  refer ^vtii,  the  Cl- 
trzens  would  have  had  time  to  get  under  arms  on  th^  firft 
notice  of  the  late  riots,  and  might  have  pr^erved  the 
peace  of  the  city:  an  attack  upon  <he  gates  would  have 
juftified  an  immediate  difcharge  of  ^re  arms,  25.  Th« 
inhabitants  themjek;es  form  that  prope^r  po^wer,  from  which 
the  laxv  requires  the  pre'vention  of  damages  from  rioters, 
25,  26.  Remaiks  on  the  militia  iaius  lor  London,  71. 
Remarks  on  a  plan  (by  a  memoer  of  ihe  corporation)  for 
rendering  the  militia  oi l,ondon  ufeful  and  refpe<Stabie,  and 
for  raifing  an  eincient  watch,  105. 

Lang  £>iv.  To  beexercifed  in  the  ufe  of  it  was  formerly 
•ttie  duty  of  e'verj  man,  14.     The  leafon  of  the  law  doth 

equally 
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equally  require  the  general  exercife  of  all  men  m  the  ufc 
o/themufquet  and  bayonet,   15. 

Lord  mayor  and  iheriffs,   i\\Q  legal  commanders  of  mili- 
t^y  aiTociaJons,  qi 

Loyalty*     N'ohnglilhman  can  be  loyal,  who  oppofes  the 
principles   of    h?  Englifti   /aaw,   whereby  the  people   are 
required  to  have  arms  0.  d-fence  atid psace,  27.  norwhodoes 
not  dijtajie  a  government  by  arms  and  armies,  30. 
> 

Matthew,  of  Weftm  nfter,  cited,  32. 

Medo'PerJtan  dominion,  6),  n. 

Merum  imperium,   60,   n. 

Metajiaftus,  (Le  pold,)  cited,  60,  n. 

Militia,  A  general  militia^  adding  by  rotattoiiy  the 
only  fafe  means  of  defending  ay)r?  people,  35-49.  The 
militia  of  England  might  fupply  a  conftant  army  in  the 
field  of  125,000  >^en,  and  yet  retain,  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  eleven  parts  ouc  of  twelve  of  its  ftrength,  du'y 
trained  by  the  rotation,  42,  44,  46.  Might  afford  to  lofe 
fis:  fuch  capital  armies,  before  it  would  be  neceffiry  to 
double  the  time  of  lerviceon  the  roller,  46,  47.  Militiay 
without  rotation,  becomes  3. Jlanding  army  ot  mtve  foU-iers, 
47.  Militia  of  London  ;  fee  Trained  Bands.  Militia  of 
thecpunties;  the  prefenteftibhfhment  thereof  favours  coo 
much  o^  2L  Jianatag  army,  ([9.  Should  be  conflituted  on 
principles  asoppofite  as  poffible  to  Jianding  armies,  66-68. 
Militia  of  New-England  and  Co.mefticur,  58.  A  free. 
militia  the  only  juft  mearts  of  internal  national  defence, 
69,  n.  Militia  laws,  for  the  city  of  London,  remarks 
thereon,  71-87.  Remarks  on  aiate  propofal  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  corporation,  for  rendering  the  Militia  of  London 
fifeful  ana  refpedtabie,  for  raifing  a  well-regulated  watch, 
ice,  p.  103.  to  the  end. 

MinJheUy   cited,    10. 

Mtijquet  and  Bayonet.  The  laws,  which  required  et'ery 
man  to  be  exerciled  in  the  ufe  of  ihe  lovg  bonvy  when  ci- 
teemed  the  moft  efredlaal  weapon,  by  p2nt)  oi  reafont  do 
equally  requir^^  the  exercife  of  the  preient  fafliionable 
weapons,  ih\^  mi/f^mt  &nd  boyonet^   14,   15. 

S  Mufquets, 
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Mu/quets^  or  hand -guns,  t\iQ  right  oi  all  the  inhabitants 
ef  cities t  boroughs,  and  market-tonunsy  to  be  armed  there- 
with, acknowlcdfcd  by  Itatute,   15,   16,   17,   l8,,i^^^a5L 

Mirror  ofjujlicest  cited,  20. 

N. 

NeceJJitv  of  reje£ling  thedangerous  expedientof  keeping 
Jlanding  armies  f  jf  defence,   36. 

Nenjuhery.  Account  of  the  battle  near  that  place,  $^"^7* 
Nenu' England  militia,  58. 

O. 

Odimus  accipitrem,  tsfc,  an  old  Englifh  maxim  never  to 
be  forgotten,  30-32. 

OJicers,     See  choice  ofOiEcers. 


r 


1   1st 
Parliaments  ought  to  be  newly  e/e^^ed  e'very  /ej/ton,  6S,  n, 

and  in  an  e^ual  proportion  of  reprejentationi  which  would 

be  m.ft  conducive  to  the  true  interell  both  of  king  an4.; 

people,  69,  n. 

People.  Their  right  to  aj/ociate  for  common  defence,' 
5-.9.  and  to  repel  force  and  injury  with  force,  6,  7,  8. 
^o  have  armour,  harnefs,  arms,  10,  13.  To  be  ^.v^m- 
fed  in  the  uje  of  fuch  arms  as  are  efteemed  the  bell  for  the 
fafeguard  o  the  realm,  »4-24.  Their  power  ('viz,  the 
pov-erof  the  ro^«wo«j  in  parliament)  is  independent,  68,  n. 

Per/tan  Go-uernment ;  fee  Mtda-Perjian, 

Petrui  de  Montford,  68,  n. 

Platoons,  93,    94.. 

Poiver  0/  the  commons  is  independent,  of  which  an  exam- 
ple is  cited,  68,  ii.  There  is  no  Jupreme  power  withou; 
their  concurrence,  68,  69,  n. 

Ponuer  of  the  county,  9,  20, 

Ponjoer  of  the  king  is  not  iupreme,  66-69,  ^* 

Prerogative*  No  prerogative  of  the  king  againfjuj^i^i^ 
find  equity,   22,  n. 

Procejs  of  the  lam),  through  the  king's  courts,  is  the  on- 
ly proper  mode  ot  exerting  the  executive po^iuer  in  this  li- 
«>;;W monarchy,  2!,  n.  and  the  IherifFs,  attended  by  the 

potver 
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ponver  of  the  countte^  mull  execute  the  king's  (legal)  writs, 

20,    2  1. 

"  Frolefiant/uhje6ls  may  have  arms  for  their  defence,  I7. 

R. 

Rapin,  cited,  55,  56. 

Reafotiy  the  firft  foundation  of  Englifh  law,  8.     The 
laws  o^  re  a/on  are  immutable,  ibid. 

Rendez.'vous  (general)  fhould  be  appointed  in  every  ward, 
in  cafe  of  fudden  alarm,  95. 

Refinance  againft  unjuft  violence  lanxifuly  6-9,  24. 

Right  of  ajfociatingy  fOr  common  defence  and  peace,  a 
natural  rights  and  thcrehrQ  immutaif/e,  6,  8,  9. 

Righteoufnefs  alone  caneftablifli  the  throne,   22,  63. 

Rioters  (the  late)  would  have  been  quelled  in  their  firft 
attempts,  had  not  the  ancient  Englilh  conftitution,  re- 
fpefting  the  ufeof  arms,  been  fatally  negleded,  24,  25. 

Robbersy^c.  The  means  of  repreifing  them,  p.  109,  n« 

Roman  dominion,  65,  n.  69,  n. 

Rojltry  or  rotation  of  fer^vicey  as  propofed  for  a  gene- 
ral national  militia,  36-47.  A  general  rotation  of  public 
duty  may  be  compared  to  the  cherubim^  reprefenting  the 
hofts  of  Ifrael,  40,  4!,  n.  and  would  preferve  the  people 
in  their  ci'vil  capacity  and  ordinary  occupations,  41.  and  li- 
mit the  power  of  commanders,  without  i«;i/r//;^  indivi' 
duals  y/{Z,  The  proportion  of  a  rojler  for  England,  4  •,  43. 
i?o/?fr  for  the  city  watch,  100,101,112,  117,  119,  120, 
122,  and  123. 

Rupert,  (prince,)  with  the  choice  horfe,  repulfed  by 
the  city  trained- bands,  55-57. 

S. 

Scriptures,   (holy,)  cited:    Exod»  xxlv,  37.  p.  61. 

Deut.  xvii.  18,   20.  p.  61.  Pf.  Ixxv.  6.  Ixxvi.  12.  p.  63. 

Ixxxiii,  13-15-  cxlviii,  8.  p.  7,  n. — I/ai.  xvii.  13-  p.  7,  n. 
Dan.ii.  35.  p.7,  n,  ii.  35-44.  p. 60,  61.  v.  19,  20.  p. 63. 
vii.  27.  p.  63.  vii.  4.  p.  64.  xi.  3.  p.  64.  xi.  36.  p.  65. 
—2  Thejl  i.  8.  p.7,  n. — 2Pet»  iii.  7.  p.  7,  n. — Rev.  xi.  18. 
p.  61. 

.  Skippon,   (major-general,)   54. 
Serjeants,    92. 

Set'vants,  ^r.  fhould  be  encouraged  to  learn  the  mili- 
tary exerciie,   81 .  that  there  may  be  alvyays  a  fufficient 

S   2  number'*^ 
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Tiumber  of  pcrfons  well  inftrudled,  to  ferve  as  rubflltutcl 
in  the  militia,  ox  armed  city  nxjatcby     oo. 

Sheriffs  :o  raife  the  powerof  thecounty,  9,  10,  zo.  2t."  ^ 

SoU-iers,  dependent  on  their  military  JoU»  are  apt  to 
acquire   a  flaviftj  and  dijhonourable  fubniffi.-n  io  command^'' 
47-49j  59-60,  n.  and  to  give  up  the  indifpenfibie  human- ' 
right  of  judging  between  good  and  enjiU  60-67.   whereby 
fianding  armies  are   conftantly  the  bane  of  all  good  and  It" 
mi/ed  government^  <^3,  64. 

Standing  army.  The  eftablllhment  thereof  in  England 
affords  no  argument  againfl  arming  and  training  the  irt'^ 
habitants  in  ginerah  z6.  The  expetice  of  the  (landing 
army  enormous  nJ  ruinous,  26.  and  the  eftabhftiment  of 
it  repugnant  to  the  conftitution  of  England  and  the  genius 
of  its  inhabitants,  27,  28.  Is  dangerous  and  fatal  to  the 
liberties  ot  every  nation  Uj.on  earth,  ■:;5,  49,  60.  as  well 
as  to  the  true  permanent  intereft  oi le  ^/ kings  63,  2d  n. 
Is  the  bane  of  all  limited  go'vernment,  <''3,  64  and  is  the 
regular  means  of  introducing  the  beiluina potejias  oVim^Q" 
rial  ay/7/,  againft  which  divine  vengeance  is  annou  ced, 
69,  n.  The  firft  appointmentof  guards,  and  theencroach- 
xnents  that  enfued,   27-29^  n. 

Statutes,  cited,   13-18,  20,   ic8. 

Supreme  poaver;  what,  66,  67,  n.  if  corrupted  hy  tnno-* 
nations i  'venality t  and  inequality  of  reprefentation^  V/ill  be- 
come 2i.fupreme  eijilj  69,  n. 

T. 

Baylor,  (biihop,)  cited,  66,  67,  n. 

^"fw?/-'^?  ««^/r^  referved  to  execute  God's  wrath,  7,  n.. 

^Tithing  men^  74. 

"Trained- bands  of  London  have  never  milbehaved  in  ac- 
tuai fer'vicet  53,  69.  Their /?««««/ w«y?<:ri  are  rather  muf- 
ters  of  arfns  than  men,  53.  The  utility  of /r<3/;7/«g- and  ex- 
grciyi;ig  them,  54.  Attended,  asaguard,  to  the  parliament, 
54.  Called  a  tumultuary  army,  55.  Neverthelefs,  by 
their  fteady  behaviour  at  the  battle  of  Newbery,  they  re- 
peatedly repulfed  prince  Rupert's  choice  cavalry,  55-57* 
Recommended  as  a  pattern  of  military  dilcipiine  by  lord 
Clarendon,  57.  A  moderate  and  fufficient  iiilcipline  for 
them  mayeafily  be  acquired  after  the  hours  of  labour,  c8. 
A  new  reform  of  the  city-railitia  dangerous  at  this  time, 

100. 
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too.     Their  appearance  might  be  rendered  more  refpeaa- 
ble  by  uniforms,   loi.     Addition  of  auxiliaries  propofed 

for  watch,     105-129.  ^  rr     l 

Traitors,  the  adviferaof /%«/  meafures,  orof  luch  mea- 
fures  as  require  an  undue  infuence  in  parliament,  22,  n.  30, 

69,  n, 

V. 

Viear  and  minipr  of  the  eternal  King.  Such  is  a  king  who 
/;W/i  his  power  by>>5/V^  and  lanu,  22,  n.  65.  n. 

Voluntary  fer'vice,  in  an  armed  citynfjatcb,  oi  z.%  miliiia 
fuhptutes-y  how  to  be  promoted,   100,  loi. 
;    Voluntas  ;   fee  Will, 

^^'^^^r  againft  trade,  7,  n. 

Y  Watch  auty.     Volunteers  to  it,  how  to  be  encouraged, 

'101;  Watch  and  Ward,   108. 

Weapons,     Such  as  are  liable  to  be  concealed,  unlaw- 

'^"^  With  {ot  'voluntas,)  when  it  governs,  and  not  law  de- 
llroys  the  /^^^/ authority  of  the  fovereign,  22,  n.65, 66,  n. 

-^-JVill,  (unlimited,)  or  merum  imperium,  is  belluina  potej- 
tas,  a  bealUy  power,  the  charaftcriftical  property  of  ail  the 
figurative  leafts  in  prophecy,  60-65.    See  i^ioKing, 

"L  iy^V^y*  (cardinal,)  27.. 
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